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Ash Wednesday
With the beginning of Lent,
our brethren in the clergy find
themselves confronted with the
.. perennial problem of hitting
upon some Lenten "theme"
~
which has not already been
worked to death and which, at
the same time, can be divided
into seven nicely-matched ·ser.. mon topics. At least two such
"themes" are naturals. These
two are "The Seven Last Words"
(with their challenge to exegetical virtuosity on the topic: "I
i
thirst") and "The Seven Wounds
of the Saviour", which offers al• most unlimited melodramatic
i and histrionic possibilities.
We would like to suggest that
{ Lent was not intended to be the
occasion either for a re-enact-i
ment of the crucifixion or for an

autopsy on the Saviour's body.
"Christ, being risen from the
dead, dieth no more". There are
religions that teach a god who
suffers and dies every winter and
rises from the dead every spring.
Christianity does not happen to
be one of them. Nor, in the
light of Easter, ought we to feel
called upon to work ourselves up
into an emotional state over the
agonies and wounds which our
Lord endured. That is all over
now and "the head that once
was crowned with thorns is
crowned with glory now". Even
on Good Friday, we worship no
suffering Saviour but a Saviour
who "was crucified, dead, and
buried" but Who now "sitteth
on the right hand of God the
Father".
What we are trying to say is
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that, from our point in history,
the Passion and Death of our
Lord can be seen in proper focus
only through the lenses of Pentecost and the Ascension and
Easter. This is A.D. 1954, not
A.D. 33 and there is something
essentially dishonest about trying
to work up sympathy for a dying
Saviour on Wednesday evening
when, on the following evening,
one is going to come back to
church to practise Easter anthems.
No. Christ died once and for
all time. Lent is not a season for
sorrow, for sympathy, or for the
morbid probing of a dead man's
wounds. Lent is a penitential
season. "Weep not for me", the
Saviour says, "but for yourselves
and your children". Lent is not
a season for re-enacting the
Saviour's crucifixion. It is a season for crucifying the old man
who still lives within us with his
deceitful lusts. Lent is not a season for trying to manufacture a
seemly distress over the wounds
in the Saviour's body. It is a
season for diagnosing the putrefying infections of our own souls.
Christ did not suffer to win
our pity. He suffered and died to
redeem our souls. Lent is a time
for each of us to examine
whether this saving purpose has
been realized in his own life.

The Prospects for Peace
The early months of 1954 have
seen a most encouraging revival
of hope that somehow or other
the tensions between East and
West can be reduced and an era
of something like peace established. To a certain extent, no
doubt, these hopes reflect a new
psychological s i t u a t i o n. The
death of Stalin, hard as this is to
say about any man, seems to have
been about the most encouraging
thing that has happened since
World War II. To a certain extent, the new hope for peace
seems to rest upon what to many
of us seems almost to be an
established fact: that the initiative in world affairs really has
passed from the Soviet government to the governments of the
West. The big question now is
whether the West can retain
some semblance of unity when
outside pressure is reduced.

•

.

It has long been our opinion
that a third world war is not in- '.
evitable. In the face of all of the
scare stories about Soviet
strength, we have long believed
that only a madman would pit
the resources and the manpower '
of the Red World against the far
greater resources and the more
highly-skilled manpower of the
free world. Nor have we ever
been able to persuade ourself
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that the internal organization of
the Soviet Union is sound
enough to stand up under what
would be essentially a hopeless
and reckless military venture.

Persuaded as we are that the
danger of war is much less today
than it was even a year ago and
that the initiative lies with us
and our allies, we hope that
,..,_ those who are responsible for our
foreign policy will not fail to
11
capitalize on the opportunities
~
which the present situation offers
them. Now, more than ever before, we must demonstrate in
every practical way that we actually do want peace, including a
just and lasting peace with the
Soviet union; that we do want a
world in which all peoples can
-'"' enjoy respect and opportunity,
including people who, up to
now, have been used and abused
by colonial rulers; that we do
intend to use the vast power that
" is ours carefully and construe._ tively and that we do not seek
to dominate other nations, militarily or economically.

•

..

i

If we are honest with ourselves,
we will admit that in our own
• way we, too, are a danger to the
1 peace and prosperity of the
world. It is not in our tradition
to turn our guns upon an innocent neighbor. But we have at
times engaged in a form of eco-
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nomic warfare which, in its way,
is just as devastating as is military action. In other words,
simply because we have the capacity for imperialism, we are in
danger of becoming imperialistic.
It is our duty, therefore, not
merely to avoid succumbing to
the temptation to imperialsim
but to avoid, as far as we can,
even the appearance of having
such designs.

Stewardship
The news report that one of
the Protestant denominations has
taken inflation into account and
reduced the tithe for its younger
members to one-half of one percent of their net taxable income
prompts us to say a few words
about contributing to the church.
There has been a lot written
about tithing in the past few
years. In most cases, it would
seem that the purposes of the
writers were altogether commendable. The fact is that the church,
like every other organization
which depends upon private
gifts, has been running mto
rougher and rougher sledding. If
church members in fairly large
numbers were to adopt a system
of tithing, it would undoubtedly relieve much of the financial
problem of the churches.
We agree, therefore, that tith-
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ing would be a good and commendable practice. We do not
think that it has any positive
Scriptural warrant. The Old
Testament tithe, which is frequently pointed to as an indication of what God wants in the
way of material support for His
work, was, of course, a combination of religious support and
civil tax, for Israel was a theocracy within which Church and
State were not separate. Those
of us who have gotten into the
20% income tax bracket are, in
the Israelitish sense, already paying a double tithe and, presumably, could claim on legal
grounds to be exempt from any
contribution to the church.
Nor, for that matter, does it
seem to us that one such law can
be extracted out of the Old Testament unless one is willing to
take the whole body of legislation to which it belongs with it.
If I must tithe, then my pastor
ought to butcher cattle according
to the prescribed rules of the
Levitical law.
The New Testament, both in
spirit and in example, demands
much more than a tithe from us
because it demands nothing.
What it actually demands is that
all of our goods be placed at the
disposal of the Kingdom whose
extension is the first business of

our lives. The amount that we
give depends, and ought to depend, only on the degree of our
concern with the spread of the
Kingdom. He who gives less than
he ought to does so because he
cares less than he ought to.
Is there, then, any way of determining in one's own mind
what he ought to give? The problem is one for each person to
work out between himself and
his God. We would, however,
like to offer a suggestion. Sit
down and figure out, on the
basis of your own income and
your own necessary expenses, the
absolute maxium that you could
afford to give to the church or
to other forms of work within
the Kingdom. Then add ten percent. It is good stewardship to
give as much as one can afford.
It is faith that permits one to
add the ten percent which one
seems unable to afford.

IP

_,
•
A

~

~

Code for Parents
We read, with something like
astonishment, a "code of conduct
for parents" which had been
drawn up by a group of parents "
in Chicago and which, we are
happy to say, was approved in
principle by the student council
of one of the Chicago high
schools several weeks ago. The
code itself was an innocuous

,._
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thing and even carried a few
wistful undertones of parental
authority but we coudn't help
shaking our head at the thought
that such a thing should have
come to pass.
We digress to say a few words
about children and yo u n g
people. Miss Dorothy Thompson
has pointed out in an article in
the Ladies' Home journal · how
cockeyed has become our atti' tude toward the juvenile element
in our population. No one has
a greater affection for, or greater
interest in, young people than
has your obdt svt. But it would
seem to us that both love and
common sense demand that we
deal with young people as they
-<~ really are, as personalities in the
process of becoming mature and
. . ., civilized. They are entitled to
respect, by all means. They are
just as much entitled to guidance and direction.
This is no plea for a return to
the days (if they ever actually
-+ existed) when Father wielded the
switch like a sceptre and Mother
became hysterical if the children
-l
were not all snugly tucked in
• bed by nine o'clock. But as between a switch-wielding father
1 and a pantalooned mouse, we'll
take the former every time. We
grew up in a household where
the clearing of the paternal
throat meant the immediate ces-
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sation of whatever nonsense was
afoot at the moment and if the
experience left any scars on our
psyche we are not especially
aware of them. Whatever mental
health we presently enjoy derives from a childhood home in
which two parents manned a
solid front against the natural
barbarianism of the small fry
and the anarchistic notions of
the coke-and-malted set. It never
occurred to us that our mission
in life, at that early stage of our
development, was self-realization.
The word in those days was
"self-improvement" and the definition of "improvement" was
established by the adult members
of the family.
We approach a conclusion.
What is it? Simply that there is
something woefully wrong wi~h
both parents and children when
we have to start defining rights,
duties, privileges, and what not
in documentary form. A family
is not an association. It is an organic unit. Parents and children
do not react to each other; they
interact with each other. There
is no question of striking a bargain to keep peace within the
family. There can be only the
question of what each has to
contribute to the harmonious
functioning of the family. It is
high time that we pulled the
reins on this rampant individual-
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ism and started remembering
that the family is also a Divine
creation and has as much dignity
as has any individual.
c;;.

Obscenity
Several Sundays ago, in the
midst of a Bible-Class discussion
of sensuality, someone raised the
question of what we mean when
we talk about obscene literature
or obscene art. Since time had
almost run out, the discussion
had to be held over until the
following week and, with our
usual luck, that was the Sunday
when we were scheduled to lead
the class discussion.
On and off through the whole
week, we worked at the problem
of trying to set down some satisfactory definition of obscenity.
Like everybody else, we have
come across obscene literature or
obscene pictures and we never
had any difficulty in recognizing
them instantly for what they
were. But what was it in them
that made them so readily-identifiable as obscene? And how did
we distinguish them from material that was merely unpleasant
or in poor taste?
We haven't yet come up with
an answer that satisfies us. Like
all writers, we would want to
make the definition precise
enough that it would not open

the door to censorship for every
Puritan and blue-stocking. By
the same token, we have a vested
interest in joining with others in
our craft to rid the literary
scene of the pornographic campfollowers who make it so difficult for the honest artist to get a
fair hearing when he deals with
an unpleasant or controversial
theme.

•

We suspect that the clue to
whether a work of art is obscene •
or not lies in divining the moti- A
vation of its creator. We grant
that motivation is often extremely difficult to determine but we
do not think that it is necessarily impossible to determine.
We assume that it is the primary
function of the artist to con- ~o
tribute something to man's understanding himself, of his kind,
and of his world. We assume further that the thing to be understood may be ugly, unpleasant,
embarrassing, or even downright .,
revolting. And we assume, thirdly, that the artist may reasonably
expect to make his living from
his art.
In judging controversial work,
therefore, it seems to be in order "
to ask whether this thing was ~
produced because the artist felt
that he had something to contribute or merely because he
saw a chance to make a fast buck.
}-
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We would be the first to recognize that this is by no means a
satisfactory way to arrive at a
judgment but it is the best way
that we know of.
This suggests, of course, that
some demonstrated degree of
professional competence is needed in a censor. It will not do to
leave censoring to some police
lieutenant whose forte is criminal investigation nor to some
"' ladies group which takes the
works of Gene Stratton Porter
for its yardstick of judgment.

How did the question of censorship get involved in our discussion? Well, we take it that
most of us are not happy about
~ the growing volume of obscene
trash that is cluttering up the
..., magazine display racks and the
paper-back book racks. Some of
the stuff is really pretty raw,
even by the standards of those of
us who have the strongest pro:,. fessional reasons for opposing
• limitations upon the freedom to
publish. We will champion the
right of any man to fill his mind
with literary husks, if that's what
he wants. But we feel some obli; gation to protest against the free
sale of unlabeled literary poison.

1

We have had commissions of
experts at work in the past
studying such problems as the
nation's health and the status of

7
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our schools. We think that it
might be worthwhile to appoint,
without a lot of fanfare and
hullabaloo, a similar commission
to look into the publishing
scene. The mind is at least . as
important as the stomach and ·it
is entitled to something of the
same sort of protection that the
stomach gets under the Pure
Food and Drug acts.
~

A Matter of Ethics
There is, as far as we know, no
law or ecclesiastical regulation
which forbids a congregation to
call a pastor away from another
congregation while it is in the
middle of a building program or
to call a teacher away from a
school in the middle of the
school year. As a matter of fact,
there ought to be no need for
such a law or regulation, particularly within the church. The
love and good will which ought
to motivate the behavior of one
group of Christians toward another ought to furnish direction
enough in this matter of calling.
But what shall we say, then,
about an instance such as this
one which has come to our attention? A first-grade teacher, in
the middle of her first year of
teaching in a church school, is
called away by another congregation. This puts the teacher on
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a spot. If she takes the doctrine
of the call seriously, she must
necessarily wrestle with her conscience for the proper decision.
If she decides that she ought to
take the call, what can her congregation do but release herunless they want to get tough
about it at the expense of keeping a distressed teacher in ·the
classroom? And what about the
children who have just begun to
become ad jus ted to this first
major change in their lives? Is it
a good thing for them to have to
repeat the process of adjustment
after three months?
The bitter thing about it is
that this sort of thing is not
likely to happen in a secular or,
if you please, "worldly" school
system. Professional ethics would
prevent a public school administrator from enticing away another school's teachers at midyear. Must we assume that Christian ethics are less fully-developed than are the ethics of the
teaching profession?
There is much that is good in
the call system. In recent years
especially, much that is positively
bad has attached itself to the
system. Luther's contention that
popes and councils have erred
might be extended to include
congregations. Our belief that
the Holy Spirit calls through a

.

congregation must at all times
take into account the fact that
a congregation, simply because it
is composed of human beings,
may on occasion act against the
will of the Spirit. The power to
call in the Spirit's name is not an
unqualified power. It, too, is
subject to the law of love and to
the restraints of an enlightened
intelligence.
~

VFW Vigilantes
Somewhere in the files of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
there may be a folder bearing
our name. In that folder, there
may be a letter expressing doubt
about our loyalty to the United
States and to its institutions. .,.
Who would write such a letter?
We have no way of knowing. ,.._
Perhaps some disgruntled student who thought that he deserved a C instead of a D. Perhaps some neighbor of ours who
It
assumes that any teacher must
be a pinko. Perhaps some pro- -.,
fessional war veteran who has
heard at second hand that we
voted for Adlai Stevenson.
This is what we have come to
in a land which was once the •
hope and pride of free men.
Loyalty is no longer a thing to
be taken for granted in the absence of incontrovertible evidence to the contrary. It has be-

J
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come something which, at any
time, one may be called upon to
prove in the face of irresponsible
accusation. Nor does it greatly
matter any more whether one
can prove his loyalty under suspicion. To be suspected is to be
branded, whether the suspicions
be well-grounded or not.
It is all very well to say that
the FBI has operated most responsibly, that it has exerted
"' every effort to protect the innocent against the wild and groundless accusations of irresponsible
people. We know that. And it
seems to us rather ironical that,
at this moment, our firmest defense against a police state happens to be the agency which
""' comes closest to being our na~
tional police force.
What we object to is being accused without our knowledge.
Let any man bring a public accusation of disloyalty against us,
:o and he will find himself paying

""
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through the nose for the rest of
his life the libel and slander
damages which we would demand and could collect. But
what defense is there against the
man, drunk or sober, mad or
sane, who fires off a letter without our knowledge to an agency
which puts it into a secret file?
If ve terans organizations want
to contribute to the national
welfare, let them start in their
own organizations and in their
own clubhouses. Let them establish democratic government in
their own organizations (which
are notoriously totalitarian), let
them get rid of the gambling devices which many of them maintain in defiance of the laws, let
them clean up their bars, let
them demonstrate their patriotism by limiting their insatiable
demands upon the public treasury. Then, perhaps, they will be
in somewhat of a position to
throw stones.

AD
LIB.
------------8 y
One day last week in southern
Indiana, I met a friend whom I
hadn't seen for a couple of
months. His first remark was
"Do you remember where we
were the last time we met?" I did,
for it was a rather odd place to
meet anyone. It was on the 102nd
floor of the Empire State Build·
ing. Our meeting was complete·
ly accidental, but it was a coin·
cidence that was to be repeated
twice more that year. I began to
wonder if perhaps there wasn't a
proverb to the effect that if you
don't want to meet your friends,
avoid heights, though I would
hope any such proverb would be
stated from the positive side.

ALFRED

R.

L 0 0 MAN

Building and go up to the top. I
made the suggestion for several
reason s. For one, the best way to
get oriented in New York is to
get as high as possible and look
around. I don't think you could
get lost in the city once you've
had a good view of it, because
the pattern of the streets, with
the exception of certain areas,
such as Greenwich Village, is a
simple one to follow.

I

Of course one of the main rea·
sons for going to the top of the
Empire State is that it offers an
.._
unexcelled view of man-made f
wonders. Most of the taller buildings in mid-town Manhattan •
can't be appreciated from a view
that starts on the sidewalk, but
it is possible to see them favorr
ably when you are looking down
on the same buildings. However, ~
one of the most interesting sights ~
from the observation tower is
the waterfront activity, with the

On that particular Sunday in
August, my wife and I had just
driven in to New York City in
the early afternoon.
We had
been there no more than an
hour when I suggested that we
walk over to the Empire State
10
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Queen Mary and the United
States appearing to be no more
than toy boats and the busy tugs
just dots on the water.

"

..
.-

If I needed any further encouragement to visit the Empire
tate Building on that day, I
could have found it. I had been
up to the top a dozen times before-which classifies me as an
inveterate tourist-but each time
I have been fascinated by the
building itself. There is still
something a little unbelievable
about any building 1470 feet
high with 69 elevators and room
to house 25,000 people.
We were moving rather aimlessly around the observation
tower, more than a quarter mile
up in the sky, when we walked
right into this friend. He, it
turned out, was just on his way
through the city and had stopped over for an hour before
heading back to Indiana. Since
we lived 200 miles apart, I hadn't seen him for some time before
that and, until last week, I hadn't seen him since. That was coincidence on the heights number
one.

Later that year in San Francisco, my wife and I were going
to have dinner at the Shadows,
a small but fairly well-known
restaurant perched on Telegraph
Hill 700 feet above San Fran-

1954

11

cisco Bay. "Perched" is the only
word to describe its position for
Telegraph is a steep hill. The
front of the restaurant seems to
be bracing itself against a sharp
descent while the back appears
to be clinging to the base of Coit
Tower, a landmark in that city.
The Shadows specializes in red
and white checked table cloths,
sawdust on the floor, and excellent continental food.
We drove up that evening, and
driving those steep hills is a harrowing experience exceeded in
adventure only by the same drive
up in a taxi. Once up, it requires
a great amount of courage to
leave your car parked an inch or
two from the edge of a cliff. The
trip up may be debilitating but,
once arrived at the Shadows, I
have found the sauerbmten and
the view are worth it.
The panoramic view from the
windows of the Shadows includes
the Bay itself and the bridges,
the Bay Bridge on the right and
the Golden Gate on the left, the
East Bay cities across the water,
Treasure Island, Alcatraz, the
boats and warehouses on the
waterfront almost directly below,
and the houses and apartment
buildings on the hillside. The
ideal time to arrive is just before sunset. Then you can watch
the reflected colors of the sunset

12

THE CRESSET

against the white buildings and
also have a constantly changing
view as the lights come on in the
houses, on the bridges, in the
cities across the way, and on the
ships.

some of the best skiing available
anywhere. The ski lift operates
in the winter to take skiers up
to the 8000 foot or the 9000 foot
levels. It is a double lift with
the chairs coming down as well
as
going up, though, presumably,
On that particular night we·
no
one uses the down chairs in
were sitting at a table next to a
winter season. The chairs,
the
window taking in this view. One
of the last things we expected which hold two, are suspended
was to meet anyone we knew, for from heavy cables, which in turn
it is conceivable that a native are supported by towers set at
San Franciscan could dine there intervals up the mountain side.
for a year without seeing a fa- A powerful winch in a machine
miliar face. Yet in walked a shed on the valley floor keeps
couple whom both my wife and the cable moving.
I knew very well. The husband
The management of Squaw
was formerly an associate editor Valley, knowing a good thing
of this magazine. We hadn't seen when they saw it, decided to opeach other for years. They were erate the lift all year round. In
visiting in Oakland for a few the summer it is called a Sky
days and left later that week for Chair. If you are ever in that viJapan, where they are still resid- cinity I highly recommend your
ing. The odds against meeting taking the ride. It is surely the
friends in that particular spot on most fascinating means of transthat particular night would be portation available anywhere.
astronomical. That was coinciThe first hundred feet of the
dence number two.
ride up are uneventful and the
Then a couple of months later, noise of the machinery is still
we were at Lake Tahoe for a few audible. But past the first tower
days and decided to take a look all of that changes. Then you
at Squaw Valley, California's are floating slowly through the
best-known skiing resort, which air, occasionally stopping, with
is located about ten miles from the ground, at times, more than
the lake. During the winter sea- 150 feet below. Looking back
son, and as late as July on the you can see the Squaw Valley
upper slopes, the Sierran peaks Lodge, built on the lines of a
surrounding the Valley offer Swiss chalet, now seeming to be

)
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no larger than a doll house, and
still farther back, the flat floor
of the Valley stretches for miles.
High above and on all sides are
some of the world's. most spectacular mountains, most of them
topped with snow. Up a few hundred feet more on the lift, the
silence is broken only by the
singing of birds, and, occasionally, the sound of a mountain
stream gushing down to the
valley. Suspended in the air,
gliding smoothly upward, you
get, literally, a bird's-eye view.
The lift climbs more steeply and
you move across the tops of giant
Ponderosa pines. Finally, in an
effort akin to soaring, the lift
goes straight up past a cliff to a
level spot on the edge where the
first ride terminates.
This is the 8000 foot level and
another lift is available for the
ascent to the top of Squaw Peak.
On this one you sit sideways for
the mildly terrifying trip to the
top. You step off from the second
lift into snow, but the warm
summer sun makes a coat unnecessary. The view is fabulous.
Far below and to the right is
Lake Tahoe, one of the loveliest
of all lakes. Mountain peaks are
on the right, on the left, and in
back of you. Off ttl the side of
Squaw Peak is Five Lakes, a
group of small lakes in a beautiful setting of pines, and an ideal
site for fishing.
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It is almost impossible to do
an adequate job of describing
this unobstructed view from a
9000 foot peak in the Sierras,
and I won't even try. From the
standpoint of view alone, I
doubt that Hillary and Tenzing
got any more of a thrill from the
view on their slightly higher
perch than we got from our
view from the summit of Squaw
Peak.

When we had gotten off the
second lift, we noticed that one
group had preceded us. It consisted of a man and wife and two
small children. They were playing in the snow some distance
away and we just glanced in their
direction and then were lost in
the view. Later, as we walked
around the slope of the peak,
we came quite close to them.
Immediately we recognized each
other. He was a fellow Hoosier.
Although we lived only 25 miles
apart in Indiana, we hadn't seen
each other for a couple of years
and we haven't seen each other
since. He and his family were
spending a weekend at Tahoe before he left for sea duty with the
Navy.
These three similar instances
of meeting friends on heights, all
in a short period of time, seemed
to be pushing coincidence a bit
too far. For several months after-

14

THE CRESSET

ward, every time I got a . few feet
above sea level, no matter where
I was, I would expect to see a
familiar face.
When telling this story to
friends I have noted, upon occasion, a look of disbelief. I have

always been grateful that my
wife, who is a very truthful person, as I am, but who has the advantage of looking more truthful
than I do, was along on all three
occasions.

IF I WERE YOU
You make of me
A useless friend
When you bend low
Beneath a burden
You persist in bearing
On your own
And not inviting me
To share the care
As I would do
If I were there
And knew that you
Would want me to.

Compassion boils
Within my breast
For you
Because you're you
As now you are
And not
As you should be.
But friendship's energy
Is spent
In hollow space
If no embrace
Its office be
To clasp the woe or tear
You guide with no friend near.

If I were you
And you were I
I'd ask you for your ear
And you would hearAnd care.
ToM JENKINS
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The Bricker Amendment
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By
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WILLIAM STEUDE

One of the most controversial
pieces of legislation confronting
this session of Congress is the
proposed amendment to the
Constitution which would modify present procedures in the
making of treaties between our
country and other countries. If
the Amendment is approved by
Congress, it will have to be ratified by the legislatures of threefourths of the States before it
becomes operative. It would
therefore seem to be in order to
try to explain why such an
amendment has been proposed,
what it attempts to do, and what
the arguments are for and
against it.
The movement to write such
an amendment into the Constitution is certainly the expression
of a legitimate concern for our
traditional consitutional ways in
the face of two forces whose impact on these ways has yet to be
determined. These forces are 1)
the unparalleled and massive
force of World War II and 2) the
"new and evolutionary" era of
international organization for
either peace or war. Proponents
of the amendment admit that
the danger in the treaty power

has diminished since the present
administration took power. They
contend, however, that one value
of the amendment would be to
continue "in perpetuity" the
policy of the present administration which, they say, is "in accord with the proposed amendment".
The Amendment, which is
popularly known as the Bricker
Amendment and is more technically referred to as Senate
Joint Resolution (SJR) 1, was
drafted by members of the
American Bar Association, modified by the Senate Committee on
the Judiciary, and reported out
favorably by this Committee at
the first session of the 83rd Congress. The Bar Association reasserted its support of the
amendment last August by adopting, through its House of Delegates, a recommendation of its
Committee on Peace and Law
Through the United Nations
which called for the adoption of
the amendment. However, there
are · differences of opinion also
within the Bar Association. Its
section on International and
Comparative Law has recorded
a 64-12 vote against the amend15
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ment and the City Bar of New
York has likewise gone on record
in opposition to it. (It should be
noted, however, that this is the
only local bar group to have
done so.)
In addition, a private "Committee for the Defense of the
Constitution by Preserving the
Treaty Power", has been formed
and includes John W. Davis and
Lucius Clay as co-chairmen, and
Edward S. Corwin as national
chairman. Of this committee,
Arthur Krock wrote 111 the N ew
York Times that it has the
knowledge and talent to clear
away the confusion resulting
from the divided counsel on the
amendment and will serve a
number of Senators who have
endorsed the amendment as a
' 'political bridge" to bring them
back to the position held by the
committee. He suggests that two
"loose parts" of the treaty process have lent strength to the
amendment and that while the
proponents do not have a
groundless ca!\e, they are invoking the wrong cure to diminish
the fear that the treaty-making
power will be abused. Taking a
cue from Senator Lehman who
has introduced a resolution to
amend the Senate rules to require a roll-call vote on every
treaty submitted to the Senate,
Krock points out that this would

require the Senate to fully exercise its duty to be a constitutional check on the President. A
second alteration Krock would
make would require the Senate,
whenever it approves a treaty, to
state whether it considers the
treaty self-executing or not by a
two-thirds majority. Such a rule
would be an adequate guide to
the Supreme Court, which otherWise must often detennine
whether or not a treaty is selfexecuting; and to the House of
Representatives, which must
often in conjunction with the
Senate vote on legislation to implement a particular treaty.
Most of the politically articulate persons involved on the controversy over the Bricker amendment have agreed that the study
of the treaty power induced by
it and the warning it gives have
served to correct a "danger,
never great" (in the words of
Mr. Dulles) by changing the
foreign policy of the United
States and by rousing the public
so that the power necessarily
granted to the executive under
the treaty-making authority may
be con trolled.

IAmended Amendment
By way of introduction to a
treatment of the proposed treaty
amendment section by section,
the status of the various resolu-
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tions on this subject ought to be Section One
clarified. The language as apThe first section of the amendproved by a 10-5 vote of the
Senate Committee on the Ju- ment reads: "A provision of a
diciary is not SJR 1 as intro- t?·eaty which conflicts with this
duced by Senator Bricker and Constitution shall not be of any
sixty-three co-sponsors on Janu- fo,·ce or effect." Numerous reaary 7, 1953, although it bears sons make this section necessary.
this number. Actually the amend- Belief that the constitution was
ment as favorably reported by safe from destruction by treaty,
the committee is more nearly based on early Supreme Court
like SJR 43 as introduced by decisions, was weakened by the
Senator Watkins on February 16, decision in Missouri v. Holland,
1953. As noted by the minority ~. 1920 case which ruled that
report, this fact has significance Congress could accomplish by
in the effect it may have on the legislation implementing a treaty
possible withdrawal of the origi- what it previously could not do
nal sponsors of the Bricker reso- by simple legislation. Furtherlution. In addition to certain more, it is charged that some
changes in language, the differ- persons wish to use the treatyence between the two is that the making power to determine dofinal version provides that legis- mestic policy instead of confinlation to make treaties effective ing it to its accepted function of
as internal law must be of the forming agreements b e t w e e n
sort that would be valid in the sovereign states. That tendency
absence of a treaty whereas such which Chief Justice Hughes
was not required in the original noted in 1929 as a "new line of
Bricker amendment. S e n a to r activity" which may give rise to
Wiley calls this a revolutionary questions about the extent of the
change consistently opposed by treaty-making power was describSenator Bricker, a compromise ed by the majority report as a
between forces supporting the reality, for agencies of the
original SJR I and those support- United Nations are in the proing the more drastic SJR 43. The cess of drafting international
following analysis of the joint agreements which seek to reguresolution as reported out by the late "almost every conceivable
committee will be section by facet of American life." One
section with the appropriate ar- example is the proposed convenguments and rebuttals.
tion concerning human rights of
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which John P. Humphrey, Director of the Division of Human
Rights of the U. N. in 1948,
wrote:
What the United Nations is trying
to do is revoluntionary in character. Human rights are largely a
matter of relationships between the
state and individuals, and therefore a matter which has traditionally been regarded as being within
the domestic jurisdiction of states.
What is being proposed is, in effect, the creation of some kind of
supernational supervision of this relationship between the state and its
citizens. ( 1948 issue of the Annals
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science.)

The fear of a too-generous interpretation of the scope of the
treaty power was expressed in a
speech by John Foster Dulles in
April, 1952, before a regional
meeting of the American Bar Association, a speech he made before his appointment as Secretary of State:
The treaty-making power is an extraordinary one liable to abuse.
Treaties make international law and
also they make domestic law. Under
our Constitution, treaties become
the supreme law of the land. They
are, indeed, more supreme than
ordinary laws for congressional
laws are invalid if they do not conform ·to the Constitution, whereas
treaty law can override the Constitution. Treaties, for example, can
take powers away from the Con-

gress and give them to the •President; they can take powers away
from the states and give them to
the federal government or to some
international body, and they can
cut across the rights given to the
people by their Constitutional Bill
of Rights.

Reflecting the views of a large
segment of the ABA which
agrees with Mr. Dulles' views at
that time, Clarence Manion,
former Dean of the Law School
at Notre Dame, said a properly
ratified treaty could completely
change or supersede the Constitution itself. A point made by
the majority in its report, perhaps a slight concession, was that
an examination of the protection
afforded the people under the
present arrangement produces a
sharp difference of opm10n
where "no such differences ought
to exist," and there is apparent
need for the protection given by
section one, w h i c h removes
doubt that a treaty must be consistent with the Constitution.
Opponents of the Bricker
Amendment have serious objections to this first section. Senator
Wiley, one of the four who signed the minority report, declared
in a speech to the Senate that it
was the equivalent to an eleventh
commandment forbidding violation of the other ten, and that
since such declaratory amend-
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ments are not ordinarily enacted,
the Supreme Court might search
for some unintended meaning in
the future. He also objected to
the use of such vague terms as
"conflicts" and "shall not be of
any force or effect." Suspecting
an ulterior motive in the proponents of section one, Wiley
went on to say that they do not
intend it to be merely declaratory, for:
Section 1 serves the purpose of
misleading the layman into believing that the Constitution is not
now supreme over treaties and
thereby
justifying
the
drastic
changes in treaty-making proposed
b y sections 2 and 3 of the proposed amendment.

Secretary of State Dulles in a
speech to the ABA on August 26,
1953, said of this first section:
I do not believe that treaties
within the meaning of Article VI
of our constitution . . . are measures
of primarily domestic import, or
that the treaty form can lawfully be
used to circumvent the constitutional procedures established in relation to what are essentially internal
affairs. That concept is difficult to
put into constitutional words. Perhaps for that reason those who
would now amend the constitution
have adopted a more rigid and
more selective approach. Let me
refer to the amendment proposed
b y SJR 1.
I believe that this section (Section
1) states the law as it now is.
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Henry Steele Commager, in an
article ("The Perilous Folly of
Senator Bricker") in The Reporter, supported this view. He
stated that the phraseology of the
supremacy clause was required
because the constitutional fathers
wanted to make treaties concluded under the Articles of Confederation valid. He quotes Joseph Story's Commentaries on
the Constitution of the United
States to this effect:
But though the power is thus general and unrestricted, it is not to be
so construed as to destroy the fundamental laws of the State.
A
power given by the Constitution
cannot be construed to authorize a
destruction of other powers given in
the same instrument. It must be so
construed, therefore, in subordination to it and cannot supersede or
interfere with any other of its
fundamental provisions.

And in fact, Commager continues, the executive has never
made a treaty which has been
held to conflict with the Constitution, a far better record than
Congress, which has had some 70
or 80 acts declared void. Arguing that the first section is redundant and superfluous, based
on abstractions without any justification in logic or experience,
Commager concludes that it has
no place in the Constitution.
Theodore Pearson and Dana C.
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Backus, chairmen of the committees on Federal Law and International Legislation, respectively,
of the Association of the Bar of
the City of New York, said in an
article in the American Bar Association Journal (September,
1953) in answer to the quote
from Dulles' first speech to the
association:
The bogie of the Bill of Rights
being affected has been laid to rest
by the study which the Bricker
Amendment provoked and which
John Foster Dulles urged in his
Louisville speech ... As a result of
further study Mr. Dulles has modified a phrase often quoted from this
speech. Mr. Dulles now finds himself in agreement with Attorney
General Brownell ... The history of
the past and the decisions of our
courts are completely reassuring on
the place of the treaty power in the
constitutional sphere. They render
unnecessary the amendment proposed.

Of Dulles' first speech the minority report took note that his
often-quoted words were a preface to a plea for further study,
which, once he had himself
made it, convinced him that the
treaty-making power is not an
unlimited one.

Treaties and
The Constitution
Before analyzing section 2 of
the proposed amendment it may

be well to examine what the
status of treaties is in relation to
the Federal Constitution, the issue raised by this first section.
Article VI, section 2, declares a
treaty to be the superme law of
the land, any state law or constitution to the contrary notwithstanding. Thus the courts are
bound, under their assumed doctrine of judicial review, to enforce treaties made under the
authority of the United States
and to strike down contrary domestic law. What has alarmed
supporters of the Bricker Amendment is a declaration of the Supreme Court in the opinion deciding the Missouri v. Holland
case in pursuance of the supremacy clause. The decision sustained a treaty with Great
Britain, and implementing legislation by Congress, whereby
game birds migrating from
Canada to the United States were
brought under the protection of
the United States in spite of the
contention that such protection
had hitherto fallen exclusively to
the "quasi-sovereign" powers of
the states and in the face of a
previous decision striking down
a similar but domestic law enacted by Congress. Justice
Holmes, in the opinion, rejected
the idea that the treaty-making
power was limited by "some invisible radiation from the gen-
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eral terms of the tenth amendment" and asserted that the fact
that the treaty dealt with a matter of national interest was
enough to bring it within the
authority of the United States
in the sense of the supremacy
clause. He added:
It is not lightly to be assumed that
in matters requisite to national action, a power which must belong to
and somewhere reside in every civilized government is not to be found .

Such language, while perhaps
provoking alarm, is consistent
with that of Hamilton's in 1787
and Hughes' in 1929 to the effect
that the mosaic of specific war
powers of the national government would always prove equal
to the exigencies of national defense. Or as E. S. Corwin generalizes their argument in The Constitution and World Organization, such powers
would be equal to all exigencies of
international relationships. Obviously the assumed coherency of these
two propositions that the National
government enjoys only enumerated, yet always sufficient, powers
to deal with other governments
takes something for granted-a fact
which was sensed at an early date.

There is, however, safety in the
opinion of Holmes in the Missouri case:
We do not mean to impl y that there
are no qualifications to the treatymaking power; but they must be
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ascertained in a different way .. .
When the Constitutional makers
formulated the Constitution, they
called into life a being the development of which could not be foreseen. Cases must be considered in
the light of our whole national experience.

There are cases decided by the
Supreme Court in which language was used which ought to
dispel the notion that the Constitution with its supremacy
clause contains the seed of its
own destruction. Geofroy v.
Riggs (133 US 258) employs such
language:
That the treaty-making power of
the United States extends to all
proper subj ects of negotiations between the United States and governments of other nations is clear
... The treaty power as expressed in
the Constitution, is in terms unlimited except by those restraints
which are found in that instrument
against the action of the government or its departments, and that
arising from the nature of the government itself, and that of the
states. It would not be contended
that it extends so far as to authorize what the Constitution forbids, or
a change in the character of the
government, or in any of the states
. . . . But with these limitations it
is not perceived that there is any
limit to the questions which can be
adjusted touching any matter which
is properly the subject of negotiations with a foreign country.

On the other hand, it is true that
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the court has often expressed its
reluctance to declare treaties
void or to review them as acts of
the political arm of the government. An early case, Ware v.
Hylton (1 Law. ed. 568), expressed this view: "If the court
possesses the power to declare
treaties void, I shall never exercise it but in a very clear case indeed." The question may be
raised as to what constitutes a
proper subject for negotiations
with a foreign country. Charles
Pergler in his Judicial Interpretation of International Law in
the United States says that there
is a line of cases employing
language which can serve as a
guide to both lawyers and
American negotiators with foreign governments. Although still
exhibiting vagueness, the case of
People v. Gerke (5 Cal. 381) presents two questions to be considered in negotiating:
1) Whether a treaty is a proper
subject of treaty according to international law or the usage and practice of civilized nations; 2) whether
it is prohibited by any of the limitations contained in the constitution.

Thus while the power may not
be used in reference to matters
not legitimately subjects for international agreement, the problem is to determine what cannot
be done with the treaty power.
Pergler, continuing on a hopeful

note, draws the conclusion that:
On the whole there is little doubt
that in practice the question of the
treaty-making power of the United
States should present no special difficulties. And the good sense of the
American negotiators will surely
save the courts the necessity of ever
declaring any treaty invalid as having transgressed even the broad
powers granted by the constitution.

In a recent two-volume work on
the Constitution, William W.
Crosskey presents a case for an
unlimited power in treaty-making, suggesting that if the Judiciary Act of 1789 recognized
the right of judicial review
against Congress, then it explicitly recognized the right of review
over treaties: But the general
character of the treaty-making
power conferred on the President
and Senate is very broad and ex,:tensive, an absolutely necessary
character of the power from the
very nature of the exigencies
which the power must meetexigencies which might include
a nation's vanquishment in war
and the necessity of agreeing
with whatever the victor may demand. Then, regardless of the
fanciful writing on the subject
of treaty limitations, the fact remains that no treaty has ever
been declared unconstitutional
and the court itself has expressed doubt of its power of review
in the premises. Previous assump-
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tions about the use and importance of the treaty-making power
in relation to the Constitution
are in need of revision in the
light of the vigorous debate precipitated by the Bricker Amendment. Note might be taken of a
quotation from J. B. Moore's
International Law Digest:
The question in all probability is
destined to remain an academic
one, since it is not to be expected
tha t officials entrusted with treaty
negotiations would consider embodying in a treaty provisions not
legitimately a subj ect of international agreement, and it is certain that the Senate would refu se
its consent to any such agreement.

Section Two

.,

•

The second section reads: "A
treaty shall become effective as
internal law in the United States
only thmugh legislation which
would be valid in the absence of
a treaty." The first idea embodied in this section is that
henceforth all treaties shall be
non-self-executing as far as their
domestic import is concerned.
Such a provision is necessary according to the majority report
because of the possible effect of
Articles 55 and 56 of the United
Nations Charter on thousands of
federal and state laws. Article
56:
All members pledge themselves to
take joint and separate action in
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cooperation with the organization
for the achievement of the purpose
set forth in Article 55:
With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well being
which are necessary for peaceful
and fri endly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determin ation of peoples the United Nations shall promote : a) Higher
standard s of living, full employm ent, and conditions of economic
and social progress a nd development. b) Solution of economic,
social, health and related problems,
and international cultural and educational cooperation. c) Universal
respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without di stinction as
to race, sex, language, or religion.

Many lawyers and some courts
believe that these are to be enforced as the supreme law of the
land, that they are self-executing.
Such a possibility would have
been excluded had the amendment been in effect at the time
the U. N. Charter was ratified.
In addition, section 2 would put
the United States on a par with
the rest of the states of the
world, most of which require
separate legislation to make
treaty-law binding internally.
This does not in any way affect
a ratified treaty as an international obligation, nor would it
a£ f e c t numerous agreements
which concern only external mat-
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ters having nothing to do with
internal law.
The second idea contained in
the second section is that legislative power shall not be given to
Congress through treaties which
it does not have under the Constitution-the so-called "which
clause." The alleged necessity for
this. cia use is based on current
fear of a view which regards the
treaty power as an inherent
power vested in the Federal
government as an attribute of
sovereignty. Such a view is supported by E. S. Corwin in The
Constitution and World Organization and seemingly by the Supreme Court in the decision of
US v. Curtiss-Wright Corporation. Hence the fear is that many
proposed treaties would impose
"criminal and civil liabilities on
individual citizens directly", affecting their rights and imposing
on them duties up to now considered the concern of State legislation only. The majority report took cognizance of several
objections to the controversial
"which clause" and undertook to
refute them. First, the limitation
on Congress to delegated powers
in dealing with treaty law does
not impose limitations on the
Federal government, for other
delegated powers (to declare
war, regulate foreign and domes-

tic commerce, to define and
punish offenses on the high seas
and against the laws of nations)
give ample power to Congress.
Secondly, the needed authority
to grant aliens rights on a reciprocal basis with foreign states
would be exercised through state
laws, forty of which now accord
aliens equal rights with those of
citizens. Furtherp10re, the effectiveness of other remedies suggested was questioned. Protective clauses such as would protect
the Federal-State relationship in
a treaty like the Draft Covenant
on Human Rights would be difficult to secure in multilateral
treaties. Also although such a
clause might relieve the government from an international obligation to enact federal legislation, under the rule in Mis.souri
v. Holland the Congress may still
have power to fully implement
the covenant. The frequent use
of reservations such as the Connally Reservation to the statute
of the World Court afford little
protection actually because the
possibility of re-negotiation is introduced, the necessity for a reservation might not be foreseen,
and because it is difficult to secure such effective reservations
to multilateral treaties. Recognizing that treaties might be repudiated or modified by later
congressional legislation, t h e
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committee questioned the adequacy of such a device.
As far as the first idea incorporated in the second section is
concerned, critics have objected
to the involved procedural requirements made necessary by
the amendment. This functional
change was described by Senator
Wiley as "impractical, unwieldy,
burdensome, and costly for the
large number of treaties, most of
which are purely routine or administrative." The existing procedure may be employed to add
the qualification to a particular
treaty that it shall not be effective internally without implementing legislation and thus
avoid the rigidity of the proposed clause. This was the suggestion of Foreign Operations Administrator Harold Stassen when
he testified before the committee.
A blanket constitutional limitation on the self-execution of all
treaties indicates a mistrust m
the Senate, an undeserved mistrust according to Senator Wiley.
In calling the Bricker Amendment "The Pathway to Chaos"
the N ew York Times wrote of
this mistrust:
While it may have been conceived
with the best of intentions, it JS
basicall y the product of fear- fear
of ourselves, fear of our traditional
processes of government, and of
the ability of our properly consti-
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tuted representatives to look after
our own interests. It represents in a
sense an effort to erect a sort of
voodoo wall of rigid constitutional
and statutory safeguards to protect us from the realities of political
life and from the responsibilities
and opportunities that our present
position in the world has thrust
upon us.

Secretary of State Dulles also directed criticism toward section 2,
stating that it would set the clock
back to approximately the condition that existed under the Articles of Confederation, because
the treaty power would be so cut
down that no treaty could bind
the whole nation in matters
which would ordinarily, under
the federal system, fall within
the jurisdiction of the states. He
suggested that the full import of
the proposed amendment is not
understood by the senators who
recognize in concrete cases the
necessity to make treaties binding on both the state and federal
governments, for
Experience of treaties with the
present session of Congress since
January 1953: The Sen tate has approved of 23 treaties, twelve of
which our legal advisors say would
be unconstitutional if the present
amendment would be in effect because they deal with matters of
state jurisdiction such as negotiable
instrument laws, local licensing
Jaws, etc. In the case of eight of
twelve of these treaties the vote was
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86-l. Included in the 86 were 55
of the 64 senators who were originally listed as sponsors of SJR 1.

A statement by the American
Jewish Congress probably sums
up the argument against the nonself-existing clause:
Such a requirement would impose
a substantial burden on the time
and energies of the Congress of the
United States without offering protection to individual rights and to
our existing democratic system not
already available through present
procedures.

The so-called "which clause"
bas provoked the most concern
among the opponents of the
Bricker Amendment. The New
York Times, for example, labels
the entire amendment dangerous
because this clause would hamstring our participation in all
sorts of international agencies of
world-wide benefit and in agreements vital to our national defense. Attorney General Brownell
mentioned specific agencies such
as the International Telecommunications Union, Universal
Postal Union, International Civil
Aviation Organization, World
Health Organization, International Bank and International
Monetary Fund-participation in
all of which would be doubtful
if the amendment were adopted.
The creation of a constitutional
"no man's land" would result
from this clause because of the

present prohibition on the states
from concluding treaties, alliances, or confederations and because of the contemplated prohibition on the central government from making agreements
in certain fields. One such forbidden agreement, according to
the Secretary of State, would be
any treaty providing for the reciprocal inspection of atomic
energy production. It is significant, however, that a prediction
in the minority report implies a
disbelief that such a prohibition
would actually be effective, for,
contrary to the hope of proponents of the resolution to cut federal power by restricting the
treaty-making power, the courts
would be forced to construe the
delegated powers more broadly,
perhaps to the point of an unwarranted expansion of such
powers, to find authority for essential treaties.

0 bservations on
Section Two
Certain observations are relevant to each part of section 2,
which Commager calls the heart
of the amendment. The first is
an historical one. In a message
to the House of Representatives
concerning the Jay Treaty, President Washington wrote:
In those Journals of the General
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Convention it will appear that a
proposition was made, 'that no
treaty should be binding on the
United States which was not ratified by a law,' and that proposition
was explicitly rejected.

Thus a provision similar to the
one now before the Senate was
for some reason not incorporated
into the Constitution. Max Farrand in The Records of the Federal Convention records the fol·
lowing in regards to such a prop·
osition:
Mr. Gov. Morris did not know that
he should agree to refer the mak·
ing of treaties to the Senate at all,
but for the present moved to add as
an amendment to the section after
Treaties-"but no treaty shall be
binding on the United States which
is not ratified by a law."
Mr. Madison suggested the incon·
venience of requiring a legal ratification of treaties of alliance for
the purpose of war etc.
Mr. Ghorum:
Many advantages
must be experienced if treaties of
peace and all negotiations are to be
ratified . . . .
Mr. Gov. Morris: As to treaties of
alliance they will oblige foreign
powers to send their ministers here,
the very thing we should wish for.
Such treatries could not otherwise
be made if his amendment should
succeed. In general he was not solicitous to multiply and facilitate
treaties. He wished none to be
made with Great Britain till she
should be at war. Then a good bargain might be made with her. So
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with other foreign powers.
The
more difficulty in making treaties,
the more value will be set on them.
Mr. Wilson: In the most important
treaties the King of Great Britain
being obliged to resort to Parliment for the execution of them, is
under the same fetters as the
amendment Mr. Morris will impose
on the Senate. I was refused yesterday to permit even the legislature
to lay duties on exports. Under the
clause, without the amendment, the
Senate alone can make a treaty re·
quiring all the rice of South Carolina to be sent to some one particular spot.
Mr. Randolph observing that almost
every speaker had made objections
to the clause as it stood, moved that
the motion of Mr. Morris be postponed. This was lost by a tie vote
and Mr. Morris' motion failed ( 1
Yea; 8 Noes; 1 Divided).

According to both Farrand and
Charles Warren in The Making
of the. Constitution, at the time
the convention was considering
the method of treaty ratifications
by a two-thirds requirement,
members were willing to concede
to Madison and others who
thought that peace treaties ought
to be made with less difficulty
than others. Consequently it was
decided to except peace treaties
from the two-thirds requirement,
only to reconsider and reject this
decision later. This suggestion to
ease the procedure in the case of
peace treaties is interesting be-
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cause the opponents of the
Bricker Amendment charge that
the proposal will make efforts to
preserve peace through treaty
unconstitutional by reducing the
areas in which such treaties can
be constitutionally enforceable.
A second observation relevant
to the second section relates to
the effect a properly ratified
treaty may have on private
rights. While any act by the federal government contrary to the
spirit of a treaty already negotiated but not yet ratified would
amount to a fraud on the other
party, the Federal Courts have
held that where a treaty operates
on private rights, an individual
citizen is bound by it only upon
ratification and proclamation.
Pergler in his book already referred to cites a case in 1853 in
which the court held that a
treaty between the United States
and France could not divest the
rights of property already vested
before the treaty and then comments that the decision did not
invalidate the treaty but merely
held it to be inapplicable in a
given situation. E. S. Corwin too,
in The Constitution and World
Organization, states that, in spite
of the centralized power over
foreign relations, today, when the
rights of citizens are involved in
respect to a treaty, the safeguards
in behalf of private rights affect

all of the provisions of the Constitution. On the other hand, although there have been few obthe
jections to treaties on
grounds that they invaded private rights, such as have been
raised have been consistently repelled by the court. Pergler
points out too that, in deciding
individual rights, the judiciary,
consistent with its traditional position of refusing to review actions of political departments on
political questions, is governed
by those principles which have
been established by the political
branches in asserting the country's right in negotiations or controversies with foreign powers.
Corwin takes refuge in the fact
that immunities granted to citizens under the Constitution have
not been abridged by America's
foreign policy in the past and are
not likely to be so in the future
due to the historic attitude of
public officials toward such immunities; thus the limitation is
internal rather than external.
Thirdly the relations between
treaties and congressional acts
bears examination. Where a
treaty requires supplementary
legislation by Congress or action
by the executive it cannot become a rule for the courts without the appropriate subsequent
action, according to Pergler in
Judicial Interpr·etation of Inter-
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national T,-eaty Law m the
United States. In case the ratification of treaty carries an explanatory declaration, such will
be considered by the courts as if
it were in the body of the instrument (Clark et alia v. Braden 14
Law ed. 1090). In addition, the
expressed interpretation placed
on a treaty affecting private
rights by the political departments will be given much weight
by the judiciary. (Sullivan v.
Kidd 254 US 433). A treaty has
the same status as an act of Congress, even when it is self-executing. Consequently, as stated by
Corwin m The Constitution,
What It Means Today, a treaty
may be repealed by an act of
Congress, as well as I) by mutual
agreement between the contracting parties, 2) by denunciation
by the President or President
and Senate, or 3) by its own provisions, although any one-sided
action still leaves its international obligation outstanding.
And where a treaty conflicts with
a previous congressional enactment, as Pergler points out, for
the treaty to repeal the statute,
the two must be absolutely incompatible, for "repeals by implication are not favored."
(Johnson v. Browne 205 US 309) .
It is well established that treaties
can regulate a considerable
sphere of interests and questions
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which a simple congressional ad
could not ·do: For example, the
United States may regulate by
treaty the rights of · citizens of
foreign states within our country,
but generally Congress could not
pass any act apart from a treaty
wholly as a matter of federal
legislation regulating the rights
of any alien in any state. Similarly an act of Congress was declared unconstitutional because
it sought to regulate the killing
of migratory birds within states,
but a regulation enforcing a
treaty with the same boject was
upheld. It is this area of powers
of Congress, hitherto undefined
as to scope, that the proponents
of the Bricker Amendment declare subversive of the Constitution and the opponents prefer to
retain as a useful arrangement in
the present international situation.
In the fourth place, the effect of treaties on state power
over internal affairs demands
comment. Farrand in The Framing of the Cdnstitution writes
that the restrictions placed on the
states prohibiting them from entering into any treaty arrangement and permitting them to
make agreements with other
states only with the consent of
Congress stemmed from the sad
experience under the Articles of
Confederation. It is certain that
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the broad powers granted the
states over their internal affairs
do not restrict in any way the
power of the national government to shape its policies toward
other nations. Justice Chase in
the decision in Ware v. Hylton
wrote:
There can be no limitation on the
power of the people of the United
States. By their authority the State
constitutions were made, and by
their authority the Constitution of
the United States was established,
and they had the power to change
or abolish State Constitutions, or to
make them yield to the General
Government and to treaties made
by their authority. It is the declared will of the people of the
United States that -every treaty
made by the authority of the
United States shall be superior to
the Constitution and laws of any
individual state; and their will
alone is to decide. Most treaties
raising the constitutional issue during the Marshall Court were ones
ceding property rights to citizens
or subjects of other states. Foreign
concessions often conflicted with
State legislation or common law.

Section Three
The third section reads: "Congress shall have power to regulate all executive and other agreements with any foreign power or
international organization. All
such agreements shall be subject
to the limitations imposed on
treaties by this article." With re-

spect to the language used in this
section, since there is no settled
meaning for the expression "executive agreement" and since it
ts desired to bring all international agreements not classed as
treaties within the purview of
this section, the committee adopt·
ed the more inclusive wording.
There is dispute as to whether
Congress already has power to
regulate executive agreements
from the "necessary and proper
clause" of Article I, section 8.
And the committee could not
agree to a recent view that there
is no line of demarcation between a treaty and an executive
agreement or that the President
ought to bypass the formal
treaty ratification procedure for
needed or desirable r e s u 1 t s.
Hence, to dispel these doubts
and fears, section three gives
Congress the power to attach
limitations,
prohibitions and
conditions to such agreements as
the President may conclude,
leaving him free to exercise his
traditional authority in negotiating. The spirit in which this
section was approved derives
perhaps from the fear expressed
by the majority report that the
complete and exclusive executive
direction of American foreign
policy may lead to the complete
executive control of domestic
policy. Such a fear is particularly
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significant in view of the recent
declaration of the State Department: "There is no longer any
real difference between "domestic' and 'foreign' affairs." (Foreign Affairs Policy-Sept, 1950)
The minority report charges
that the thought behind this section is that Congress "can carry
on foreign affairs better than the
executive," that what the proponents really have in mind is
exhibited by Senate Joint Resolution 2, which would limit the
validity of executive agreements
to the .P residential term in which
they were concluded, unless
again proclaimed. The Executive
Secretary of the Board of World
Peace of the Methodist Church,
alleging that no necessity had
been shown for the change the
section would introduce, testified:
we do not face the future with
the fear and distrust of our elected
lead ers such as to require a constitutional amendment which would
cripple the freedom and flexibility
which has worked so well in the
past.

Would the section so far demote
the President from his constitutional role as Commander in
Chief that he would be unable
to conclude an internally effective agreement with Canada in
the face of an invasion of Alaska
so as to permit Canadian rein-
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forcements to be routed throughAmerican states? Supporters of
the amendment contend that
sovereign immunity would keep
such an army from jurisdiction
of state law. However, the
amendment itself does not recognize such an exception. Pointing
out that the objection to the
form of executive agreements to
conclude international agreements was induced chiefly by
particular agreements such as
Yalta and Potsdam, the minority
report questioned whether such
examples justified a constitutional provision subjecting all executive agreements to congressional
regulation. The testimony of
Secretary Dulles was quoted in
point:
It is difficult if not impossible to
amend the constitution so as to exclude all possible abuses, without
incurring risks that are far greater
than the risk that the present
powers will be abused.

In a speech before the ABA referred to before, Mr. Dulles
noted that although agreements
such as were made at Yalta and
Potsdam may have been unpopular or perhaps ill-advised, such
agreements are the only means
whereby the President directly or
indirectly deals with other nations on a day-to-day basis.
Agreements are the ·warp and woof
of international life and without
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them there could not be friendly
international intercourse. . . . Conspicuou~ agreements which require
congressional approval for effect
grow . out of a series of preliminary
agreements which are indispensable
to the final result. They were of a
multiplicity and of an immediacy
which excluded the assumption of
responsibility by a deliberative assembly like the Congress.

Although the opponents of the
section have charged that it will
automatically . bring before the
Congress every executive agreement, Senator Bricker .and others
have .countered this contention
by pointing to the impeachment
power of Congress; its existence
does not require Congress to exercise it. Certain curbs already
exist on the President's exercise
of authority in concluding executive agreements such as· a congressional act to overcome the
internal effect of an executive
agreement. And both the Secretary of State and the President
have ·assured the Congress that
ce1:tain of the objectionable pacts
of. United Nations' sponsorship
would not be submitted for ratification and that when serious
questions arise as to the considerations that enter into determining which procedures to use in
making. international agreements, the executive branch will
consult with the appropriate congressional leaders and commit-

tees to determine the most suitable way to handle such agreements as they arise.
The executive agreement has
been historically an important
power exercised by the President.
Generally recognized as of two
types, those which have received
previous authorization by Congress and those which the President makes by virtue of his
authority as Commander in Chief
of his diplomatic powers, they
have been considered as an inroad upon the role of the Senate
in treaty-making made necessary
under the practice of the Constitution. However, as E. S. Corwin
points out in The Constitution
and What It Means Today) the
Congress has come into possession of quite an indefinite power
to legislate in· regard to external
affairs. He gives such examples
as the annexation of Hawaii,
Texas, entrance of the USA into
the ILO by joint resolution.
These all make it difficult to
state any limit on the power of
the President and Congress acting jointly to implement any
foreign policy agreed upon. Although the Constitution is silent
on the specific powers or duties
of the executive· in the field of
foreign relations other than his
enumerated and limited power
in regard to treaties, Crosskey believes that since the President
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has always discharged the function of acting in general as the
"representative of the American
people" with regard to foreign
affairs in his executive power,
the President was intended to
have this power as incidental to
his general grant of executive
power. Such was the position
taken by Alexander Hamilton in
the Pacificus Papers of 1793,
written in defense of President
Washington's conduct of foreign
affairs up to that time.

..

Thus the question is not the
validity of such agreements, but
what scope they may validly have
today. This question is particularly pressing in view of the
facts that they are the supreme
law of the land, and are binding
upon succeeding administrations.
The former has been well established by two recent decisions,
US v. Belmont and US v. Pink.
In the latter, the court ruled that
an executive agreement under
which our government established diplomatic relations with the
USSR required recognition and
enforcement m American state
and national courts. E. S. Corwin
says of this decision:
This is perhaps going too far. It
would be more accordant with
American ideas of government by
law to require, before a purely
executive agreement be applied in
the field of private rights, that it
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be supplemented by a sanctioning
act of Congress.

That an executive agreement is
binding upon succeeding administrations has certain implications. While many of them merely mark a completed transaction
or are temporary arrangements
intended to be ultimately replaced by more formal ones, the
actual effect of them may be far
reaching. For exam p 1 e, the
Gentlemen's Agreement with
Japan in 1907 was in effect until
congressional repeal 17 years
later. And the Fifty Destroyer
Deal negotiated by FDR created
a relationship with Great Britain
which survived the war. A significant evaluation of critics of executive agreements who think they
evade constitutional procedure is
made by Corwin:
they rest their case on the idea that
all constitutional amendments ought
to be by formal amendment and
that there is something essentially
dishonest about constitutional
changes brought about by practice
and usage .... I should be disposed
to contend that, to the contrary,
the most beneficial type of constitutional change is that which issues
gradually from and so has been
tested thorough! y by successful
practice.

Sections four and five of the
proposed amendment contain
procedural provisions usually appropriate to any constitutional
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amendment. Section four reads:
"The Congress shall have power
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation." And section
five: "This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have
been ratified as an amendment
to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several States within seven years
from the date of its submission."

Attempts at Compromise
The President has stated that
he is:
unalterably opposed to any amendment which would change our traditional treaty-making power or
which would hamper the President
in his Constitutional authority to
conduct foreign affairs. Today as
probably never before in our history
it is essential that our country be
able effectively to enter into agreements with other nations.

The administration has agreed to
at least the form of an amendment to the constitution in the
Knowland Substitute which language follows:
Section 1. A provision of a treaty
or other international agreement
which conflicts with the constitution shall not be of any force or
effect. The judicial power of the
United States shall extend to all
cases, in law or equity, in which it
is claimed that the conflict described in this amendment is present.
Section 2. When the Senate con-

sents to the ratification of a treaty,
the vote shall be determined by the
yeas and nays, and the names of
the persons voting for and against
shall be entered on the Journal of
the Senate.
Section 3. When the Senate so provides in its consent to ratification,
a treaty shall become effective as
internal law in the United States
only through the enactment of appropriate legislation by the Congress.

The Amendment and the Knowland Substitute agree in declaring treaties which conflict with
the constitution void. Otherwise
this attempt of the Senate Republican Policy Committee to
reconcile the views of Senator
Bricker with those of the administration has been innocuous
with the possible exception of
the wording of the second sentence of section 1. Senators
Bricker and Kefauver have stated
that this sentence would introduce a direction to the Supreme
Court to interpret treaties, such
as the Korean armistice, and
would raise possibility that such
interpretation would differ from
that of the political branches of
the government. A double boss
in treaty-making would be intolerable. The substitute proposal
has been declared unacceptable
to Senator Bricker, chiefly because not only does it constitute
either a "counterattack or a
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compromise" but also it fails to
include the heart of the Bricker
amendment-the second section.
Inasmuch as the controversy
has not been settled, it may die
a relatively peaceful death in
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being ignored in the present session of Congress or it may well
provoke vigorous debate and
prove to be a major crucial matter for the President and his
party.

MOURNING DOVE

.

I think I've sung my final song
About his lyrical, small wrong
And then another drifts along.
Or is it a bird my poems span?
Maybe, returned to haunts of man,
I hear the ancient pipes of Pan,

...

Perhaps the spirit of hill and vale
Mournful of fruitage that must fail,
Verdure wither and blossoms pale;
Or can it be the one lost Word
Nascent creation never heard
For perfect flowering, caught by a bird?
-LORI PETRI

Worship
By

THEODORE HOELTY-NICKEL

Romans 11, 36 - 12, 1: "For of actual essence and character of
him, and thmugh him, and to worship is not plain. Since it is
him, are all things: to whom be God's work and act we must see
glory for ever. Amen. I beseech worship from God's point of
you the?·efore, b1·ethren, by the view.
mercies of God, that ye present
Even what God may effect or
you1· bodies a living sacrifice, cause in this worship is seconholy, acceptable unto God, which dary in importance. It is imis your reasonable sen;ice."
portant that we understand that
What do we mean when we worship does not depend on
say: Come let us worship the what we do, it does not depend
Lord? For many worship is a on any attitude on our part, it is
part of the educational process. God that acts in worship. It is
Some teachers and students seem He that must act and He that
to feel that here is just another does act. It is God who said, Let
way of training, teaching, edu- there be light, and there was
cating. For others worship is a light, and it is God who prodemonstration of whatever Chris- claims His powerful word in
tianity a person claims to have; · worship. He speaks and somea public exhibition of convic- thing happens. The word betions, an exhibition in which comes an event. He absolves the
many take part only by being sinner and the sinner is made a
present. While it is true that we saint, by the power of His Word.
learn in worship and that we do The event is the proclamation of
confess or demonstrate our faith, His Word, the Word of reconcilithis is not the true essence of ation. Every time God speaks
worship. Worship is not a means something happens. We do not
to an end, worship is an end in hear this Word of God and then
itself. It is an act of God, an act decide to do something about it
of salvation. All discussion of later. We do not go home and
when and how to worship, of weigh intellectually what we
how to prepare or what attitude have heard or what we are going
to show is just wasted talk, if the to do about it, nor do we come
36
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to see what we can do about worship or what we can get out of
worship. We need to understand:
In worship it is God who deals
with us actively, powerfully, almost with a visible power. In our
worship the ever present almighty God acts as the ever
present gracious God. Right here
men are born again. Blessed
event! More blessed than our
first cursed birth. Here miracles
happen daily. Where, in true
worship, the Lord's Table is
spread, we find the miracle of
His real presence. He unlocks
our lips, that we sing and pray
in spirit and in truth. Here He
blesses and we are blessed. We
can do no more than know and
believe that our worship is God's
gracious act for and in us.
Worship is Divine, not human,
service. Better yet, it is God's
Service. To understand what this
means we must avoid misunderstandings that are so common
among worshippers. To illustrate such false concepts we
might use the example of a word
perhaps used most in worship
outside of the name of God-the
word "Amen." Paul concludes a
doxology with this word in the
last verse of Romans 11, when he
says: "For of Him and through
Him, and to Him are all things,
to whom be glory forever,
Amen." But this Amen does not
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say: this is the end of the chapter, or this is the end of the doxology. Paul continues in the very
next verse: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service." Amen means
"verily". Amen is the divine emphasis on eternal truth. Christ
usually places it at the beginning
of important statements. When
man uses it, he thereby should
answer and echo God's assurance.
God has said Yea and Amen, and
out of the believing heart comes
the sacred vote of confidence and
faith saying: Thus is it, and thus
it be as God hath said. But with
many the Amen has become a
mark of interpunctuation, a signal to cease, to stop, or to rise.
It never was intended to mean
that. Amen does not mean: The
sermon is over. It does not mean
the hymn is ended. It does not
mean: I am through praying. It
means much more, it means:
This I believe, thus shall it be,
yea, yea it shall be so.
Above all Amen does not draw
the boundary between life and
worship. In the verses cited before, Paul speaks of a reasonable
service. This is a logical application of the doxology. And might
that be? Fifteen minute chapel?
One hour Sunday service?-Pre-
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sent your bodies, he says, a living sacrifice! Paul says, this is
your reasonable (that is, your
logical) service. Bodies, living
bodies are lives. Our worship is a
confession that we are still in a
world where there is that sad division of life into secular and
spiritual. Our worship is a looking forward to the hope that
some day our life will be all worship as it ought to be.
Our worship is God's way of
giving us power to make our
lives an offering of praise to the
God who has made us His
people. The last Amen of the
worshipper is his resolution to
continue his worship before God
and man, outside the church

walls, under God's sky and
among the men of God's world
to God's glory. This is what
Christ means when He describes
the worship of God in spirit and
in truth, and this is what Paul
means when he speaks of a living sacrifice that is to be our
reasonable service.
Remembering this, minor considerations of themselves will
take their proper place and we
will know ourselves to be in the
presence of God Who acts for
our salvation in us. When we
place our lives and our will in
the service of God, it is His
power that makes us wise unto
salvation.

.

Life, like war, is a series of mistakes, and he is not the
best Christian nor the best general who makes the fewest
false steps.

He is the best who wins the most splendid vic-

tories by the retrieval of mistakes.
ize victory out of mistakes.

Forget mistakes; organ-

-F. W. RoBERTSON

I
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Letter from

Xanadu, Nebr.
Dear Editor:

..

You remember me writing you
several months ago about this
girl Millie that got herself into
all kinds of trouble and then repented and came back to the
church? Well, she apologized like
we asked her to to the church
council and later on, at her own
request, she apologized to the
congregation and now she's gotten to be a kind of nuisance.
Give her half a chance, and
she'll wear you out telling all the
details about her past and lecturing on the evils of drink and
night-life and running around
with men.
I'm glad that Millie has seen
the light, of course, but gosh I
wish she would just forget the
past now and let the rest of us
forget it, too. But she says that
she's going to spend the rest of
her life seeing to it that other
girls don't make the same mistakes that she did and sometimes
I think she carries things a little
too far.

She's taken to calling up
people when she sees their children downtown after n i n e
o'clock at night and she pesters
the life out of Zeitgeist with
stories that she has picked up
about the supposed misbehavior
of some of our young people and
it's getting so some of us are
afraid to even be civil to women
for fear Millie will call up our
wives and make it look like we've
been fooling around. She's really
a terror, I tell you, and something's going to have to be done
about her pretty soon or there
won't be a single happy home
left in the congregation.
I can understand Millie's
point of view, of course. Now
that she's seen the light, I suppose that she can see better than
most of us what an awful thing
sin is and maybe if I were in her
place I would be doing what she
is to try to keep other people
from making the same mistakes
I made. But it's still a fact that
she's got the congregation in a
turmoil and even though we
know that you can't believe
everything Millie says, you still
can't help being just a little bit
suspicious when she calls up and
tells you that your husband or
your wife was doing this or that
when you thought she was doing
something else.
As a matter of fact, you don't
39
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even have to be doing anything the high school and I guess that
yourself. Millie says that the be- she isn't too happy about some
ginning of her downfall was of the things that go on there. I
when she started running around dread to think what will happen
with the wrong crowd and she's if she starts pulling some of the
a great believer now in choosing same crazy stuff in town that
the right kind of people to as- she's been pulling in the congresociate with. Last week Friday, gation and I hope that someone
she called up Mrs. G. and told will head her off before she gives
her that she thought that I was the congregation a black eye in
really too nice a man to be the whole community. But so far
drinking with gamblers and when nobody has shown much of a
I got home Mrs. G. wanted to willingness to buck M i 11 i e.
know what I was doing drinking Whether she's right in every case
with gamblers while I was sup- or not, she is fighting without
posed to be at the store. At first fear or favor for what she really
I couldn't imagine what she was seems to believe in and even I
talking about. Then I remem- have to admit that in one or two
bered. Last Fall, while we were cases she has put the finger on
visiting Homer at the U., I had some really bad situations. Nomet his political science prof, a body wants to look like he's destrange young man who seems to fending immorality so the only
go for maroon shirts. Well, this thing to do is behave yourself
guy had happened to stop off on and not cross her. Maybe she'll
his way through to make a get tired of being a crusader one
speech on tramps over at Alph of these days.
Well, that's enough about MilRiver Junction and I took him
over to the drugstore for a cup of lie for now. I've got to get to
coffee. That's all there actually work on my income tax blanks.
was to the story but the way This year, I'm going to save wear
Millie dressed it up you'd think and tear on my temper and on
that I had been reeling from one my bank balance by giving the
saloon to another with a race- government the benefit of any
doubts. Last year I gave myself
track tout.
So far, Millie has at least re- the benefit of the doubts and
stricted her activities to the con- the penalty was three times what
gregation. But someone was say- I had tried to save.
Yours, etc.,
ing yesterday that she's been
G. G.
quietly checking up on things at
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and MUSIC
By

WALTER

A.

I have been teaching a class in
what experts in the field of education call humanities. Since I
am old enough to know that I
am not at home in the domains
of painting, sculpture, architecture, and philosophy, I have been
devoting this course to the tonal
art.
Well, I have just come from
my class in what is called humanities. A few moments ago I was
discussing Arnold Schonberg's
twelve-tone row and Schonberg's
influence on Alban Berg, the
composer of W ozzeck and Lulu.
In addition, I found time to
speak highly of the works of
Sergei Prokofieff; to say again
that in my opinion Jean Sibelius,
in spite of his rather boisterous
Finlandia, is one of the greatest
symphonists since the days of Johannes Brahms, and to repeat
my conviction that much of the
music written by Aaron Copland
is constipated.
But I took occasion to do
something else-something which
may have done more to instill in
my students a spirit of inquisitiveness than what I was able to
accomplish by means of what I

MAKERS

HANSEN

It Pays to Be Inquisitive
had to say about Schonberg,
Berg, Prokofieff, and Sibelius. I
accused a tunesmith of theft legitimate theft-and proved my
case-proved it conclusively.
No, I did not make that accusation in the spirit of a Christopher Columbus; for I do not
claim to be the first to discover
the "steal."
Some weeks ago my eardrums
were assailed by a popular abomination titled Stranger in Paradise. I realized at once that the
best part of the ditty was an outright appropriation. A few days
later I told my class that most of
the melody of Stranger in Paradtse had been swiped, and, to
prove my point, I hummed the
first phrase of the source. Today
I dedded to remove even the
slightest trace of doubt. I did so
by playing a recording of the
Polovetsian Dances from Alexander Borodin's Prince Igor. Every
student nodded assent as the orchestra launched into the appealing tune from which the person
who perpetrated Stranger m
41
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Pamdise did his looting.
be alive long after Stranger in
To this moment I do not Pamdise will have gone the way
know the tunesmith who con- of all abominations of its kind.
cocted Strange1· in Paradise. I What more could one want?
am not accusing him of a crime.
A teacher, I believe, must do
Maybe the printed copy of his all in his power to impart
song states that the tune is based knowledge. But I am sure that he
on a melody in Borodin's Polo- accomplishes this purpose best by
vetsian Dances. I do not know. instilling in his students the
But I shall lose no sleep if I di - spirit of inquisitiveness.
cover that the tunesmith has
One of these clays another hit
failed to name his source, just as will appear upon the musical
I lost no sleep a few years ago scene, and many of those who
when I learned, to my horror, hear it will begin to wonder if it
that the author of a well-known is original or has been filched
and widely read book on the life from what someone else wrote.
of Christ had, without using They will be inquisitive about
quotation marks, copied exten- Lha t tune. Some of them will
sively and verbatim the famous search and search and search. In
Alfred Edersheim.
doing so they will increase their
As a matter of fact, I am ac- knowledge of music-even if,
tually glad that the person who after fruitless toil, they may be
devised Stranger in Paradise forced to conclude that the melwhich, by the way, was . at the ody of the hit is completely and
very top of the hit parade yester- indisputably original in body, in
day-did some filching from soul, and in breeches.
Borodin's fine score. Why? BeIf Borodin were alive today, he
cause this filching has created in would, I am sure, give the permy students a desire to become son who concocted Stmnget· in
better acquainted with the music Paradise some beer and cheese
from which the tune was appro- for making the Polovetsian
priated.
Dances a little more widely
Furthermore, there will be a known.
chain reaction. My students will
What would I say if you were
tell their relatives, friends, and to tell me that Borodin needs no
sweethearts about the "steal," advertising? I would be compelland, in the end, Borodin will be ed to speak to you as follows:
"Fiddlesticksl Every composer,
the winner.
The Polovetsian Dances will no matter how great he may be,
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needs all the advertising he can
get. Bach needs it. Beethoven
needs it. Brahms needs it. Bruckner needs it. B01·odin needs it. In
fact every composer worth his
salt needs it. You cannot advertise good music too much. Furthermore, you sometimes advertise good music best by advertising poor music, just as Stmnger
in Paradise-which, in my opinion, is an abomination in spite of
its fine source-helps in an effective way to advertise the music
of Borodin."
This leads me to ask an important question: Why, pray,
has no tunesmith appropriated
the beautiful melody sung by the
clarinet in Tchaikovsky's Fmncesca da Rimini? I pause for a
moment to say that if anyone has
ever done so I have not heard
about it.
Now you are inquisitive about
Tchaikovsky's Francesca da Rimini. Am I right? Have I created
in you a desire to find out how
that melody sounds? I think I
have. As a result, some of you
will let no grass grow under your
feet before you become acquainted with Tchaikovsky's stirring
symphonic poem. Believe me,
Francesca da Rimini is one of his
best works.
Since every mother's son and
daughter should know the symphonies of Franz Peter Schubert,
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I shall now ask the following
question: In which symphony
from the miracle-working pen of
Schubert will you find a melody
similar in some respects to that
of 0 Where, 0 Whe1·e Is My
Little Dog Gone?
Are you inquisitive? I hope so.
Another question: Where in
Johann Sebastian Bach's fugues
will you find a subject which, I
am sure, will remind you vividly
of London B~·idge Is Falling
Down? Let me tell you at once
that you will not discover it in
Bach's fugues for the organ.
Neither, let me add, will you
find it in The Well-Tempe~·ed
Clavier. Nor does it occur in the
four suites for orchestra.
A few weeks ago I asked the
concertmaster of one of our
prominent orchestras, "Do you
know Bach's London Bridge Is
Falling Down fugue?" Since the
question came like lightning out
of the blue, I mentioned the
tonality of the work of which the
fugue is a part. The correct answer came like a flash, and the
concertmaster proceeded to hum
the fugue subject. "I had never
thought of connecting London
Bridge Is Falling Down with that
fugue," he said. "But I see what
you mean."
Because I told the concertmaster the tonality of the work
in which that fugue occurs, I
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must, in all fairness, give you the
same information. The key is C
major.
Now I shall tell you something
else. The fugue is to be found in
one of Bach's sonatas. I hope you
will be able to put your finger on
it. If you are, you will learn to
know-or renew your acquaintance with-one of Bach's fabulously great masterpieces.
Let me know, please, if and
when you hit the jackpot. As an
award I can give you nothing
more than-my blessing. And
that, I suppose, is no incentive
whatever.
Incidentally, I have given you
three clues. Two of them are as
clear as crystal; the third is a bit
veiled.
I am not saying, mind you,
that London Bridge Is Falling
Down came from Bach's wonderfugue or that Bach's wonderful
fugue came from London Bridge
si Falling Down. But there is a
marked similarity of contour in
the first phrase of the fugue subject and the first phrase of the
ditty. This is but another of the
many fascinating coincidences
that are bound to beguile us as
we study, and take delight in,
the thousands upon thousands of
wonderful things in the tonal
art.
I have a vivid recollection of
an experience that came my way

a number of years ago. Do you
remember a popular abomination titled Nature Boy? Well, I
had been forced to hear Nature
Boy many, many times, and I
knew that it was a "steal." But a
"steal" from what? I cudgeled my
brainpan. I searched and searched. For a long time I was unsuccessful - disgustingly unsuccessful. Finally, however, I reaped
the reward of my arduous toil.
One day the truth hit me between the eyes. Why had I not
thought of it before? The tunesmith who had perpetrated Nature Boy had filched-maybe consciously, maybe subconsciously from a little piano piece written
by Tchaikovsky.

'I'

The title of Tchaikovsky's
piece is Barcarolle: june. You
will find it in the series of compositions called The Months, Op.
37a.
If you still remember Nature
Boy, compare it with Tchaikovsky's little piece.
In this case my long searching
did not produce earth-shaking
results. But I did satisfy my
curiosity.
Tchaikovsky's Barcarolle is a
charming but altogether unimportant composition. It is by no
means equal in value to the
dances from which the perpetrator of Stmnger in Paradise got

I
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his inspiration-maybe consciously, maybe subconsciously.
Since I neither owned nor ever
saw a copy of Nature Boy, I cannot tell you whether the "steal"
was acknowledged in print. If it
was, I could have spared myself
a large amount of hunting.
But it pays to hunt. It pays to
be inquisitive. Without inquisitiveness the great masters in
music would never have acquired
much of what enabled them to
become great masters. Without
this trait no one can study, and
revel in, the tonal art in a completely satisfying manner.
I had intended to write a
column about something radically different from the fine art of
inqulSltlveness. But after the
first two paragraphs had oozed
their way out of my pen, I
changed my mind. Now I have a
subject for a later column.
P. S: I have just learned that
Stranger in Paradise is from Kismet, an adaptation of Edward
Knoblock's 1911 comedy-melodrama. Robert Wright and
George Forrest, who wrote the
score for the currently popular version of Kismet, went to
Borodin for their inspiration.
Well, I never did accuse them of
a surreptitious "steal." Kismet is
indebted to Borodin. Borodin, in
turn, is indebeted to Kismet. Tit
for tat.
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RECENT RECORDINGS

VLADIMIR HoROWITZ: TwENTY-FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS AMERICAN
DEBUT. These superb recordings
were !"llade during Horowitz' Carnegie Hall recital, in New York
City, on February 25, 1953. The
great master of the piano plays
Sonata in B Flat Major (Posthumous), by Franz Peter Schubert;
Noctume in E Minor, Op. 72 (Posthumous) and Scher;:.o No. 1, in B
Minor, Op. 20, by Frederic Francois Chopin; Sonata No. 9, in One
Movement, Op. 68, and two etudes
-B Flat Minor, Op. 8, No. 7, and
C Sharp Minor, Op. 42, No. 5-by
Alexander Scriabin; his own breathtaking arrangement of Franz Liszt's
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2; and
the following encores: Serenade for
the Doll, from Claude Debussy's
Children's Corner Suite; Walt~ No.
3, in A Minor, Op. 34, No. 2, by
Chopin; and the fourth movementPrecipitato-from Sergei Prokofieff's
Sonata No. 7, Op. 83. In addition
to the music, you hear the tumultuous applause· of the audience.
33 1/3 rpm. Two twelve-inch discs.
Boxed. RCA Victor LM-6014.
MILANOV SINGS. Zinka Milanov, soprano, with Margaret Roggero, mezzo-soprano; Lubomir Vichegonov,
bass; the Robert Shaw Chorale; and
the RCA Victor Orchestra under
Renato Cellini. This, too, is a superb high-fidelity recording. The
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famous soprano and her associates
present selections from Giuseppe
Verdi's La For;:a del Destino, Amilcare Ponchielli's La Gioconda, Verdi's Aida, Verdi's J1 Trovatore, and
Pietro Mascagni's Cavalleria Rusticana. 33 1/3 rpm. RCA Victor
LM-1777.
GEORGES ENESCO. Roumanian Rhapsodies Nos. 1 and 2. Leopold Stokowski and his symphony orchestra.
-You will revel in sumptuously
beautiful
orchestral tone as you
listen to these electrifying performances of Enesco's brilliantly scored
dances. 33 1/3 rpm. RCA Victor
Concert Cameo LRM-7043.
RosA PoNSELLE As NoRMA. This is a
Treasury of Immortal Performances
re-recording. The famous diva is
heard in Casta diva-recorded January 30, 1927 and December 31,
1928- and Mira, 0 Norma-recorded \January 30, 1929-from
Vincenzo Bellini's Norma. 45 rpm.
extended play. RCA Victor ERAT19.
JoHN McCoRMACK IN OPERA. Another Treasury re-release. The great
tenor sings 0 Sleep, Why Dost Thou
Leave Me? from Handel's Semelerecorded April 1, 1920-Fra poco a
me ricovero, from Donizetti's Lucia
-recorded January 3, 1910-0
soava faniculla, from Puccini's La
Boheme, with Lucrezia Bori, soprano-recorded April 8, 1914and, with Bori, Parigi, 0 cara, from
recorded
Verdi's La Traviata April 8, 1914. 45 rpm. extended
play. RCA Victor ERAT-17.

CARuso: FouR PucciNI ARIAS. Another Treasury re-release. The great
tenor sings Recondita armonia and
E lucevan le stelle, from Tosca recorded November 6, 1909-Che
gelida manina, from La Boheme recorded February 11, 1906-and
Donna non vidi mai, from Manon
February
24,
Lescaut- ·recorded
1913. 45 rpm. extended play. RCA
Victor ERAT-5.
BoRI As MANON AND MIGNON. Another Treasury re-release. From Jules
Massenet's Manon Bori sings Adieu,
notre petite table and Obeissons,
quand voix appelle- recorded November 3 and August 13, 1937-and
from Ambroise Thomas's Mig·non
she is heard in Connais-tu le pays?
and Me voici dans son boudoir recorded May 18, 1928. 45 rpm .
extended play. RCA Victor ERAT-3 .
Juuus REUBKE. Sonata on the Ninety-Fourth Psalm. ALEXANDRE GuiLMANT. Sonata No. 1, in D Minor,
Op. 42. Richard Ellsasser playing
the organ of the John Hays Hammond Museum, Gloucester, Massachusetts. -Reubke's sonata is empty
but terrifyingly difficult to play;
Guilmant's compos1tlon is deftly
made, sweet, and soothing. Elsasser's
artistry is sterling in quality. 33 1/3
rpm. M-G-M E3078.
DIMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH. Concerto fo r
Piano, T rumpet, and Strings, Op.
35. Menahem Presler, pianist, with
Harry Glantz, trumpeter, and the
M-G-M Orchestra under Theodore
Bloomfield. Sonata No. 2, in B
Minor, Op. 64. Pressler, pianist. -
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These two works do credit to the
much-discussed Shostakovich. Pressler plays with artistry of a high
order. So does Glantz. So does the
orchestra. But give me the music
of Prokofieff any day instead of that
from the pen of Shostakovich.
33 1/3 rpm. M-G-M E3079.

Music for the Theater. KuRT WEILL. Kleine Dreigroschenmusik. The M-G-M Orchestra
under lzler Solomon. -Solomon
and the excellent M-G-M Orchestra
make an auspicious debut on this
disc. I say this even though I do
not like the music they play. Maybe
your reaction to the two works will
be different. 33 1/3 rpm. M-G-M
E3095.

AARON CoPLAND.

ScHONBERG. Gurre-Lieder. A
complete recording, sung in German. The chorus and orchestra of
the New Symphony Society of Paris,
under Rene Leibowitz. The soloists
are: Richard Lewis, tenor, as Wal-
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demar; Ethel Semser, soprano, as
Tove; Nell Tangeman, mezzo-soprano, as Waldtaube; J'ohn Riley,
bass, as the Bauer; Ferry Gruber,
tenor, as Klaus-N arr; Morris Gesell,
as the Sprecher. - It has been an
unforgettable experience to hear and
rehear
this magnificent presentation of the monumental GurreLieder, the work which, in my opinion, represents the late Arnold
Schonberg at his very best. The
Gurre -Lieder is a monumental composition. It is based on a translation into German of a Danish poem
by Jens Peter Jacobsen. The work
is so expensive to produce in its entirety that one seldom has an opportunity to hear it. 33 1/3 rpm.
Three twelve-inch discs in an album,
with a booklet containing the complete German text and, in addition,
excellent notes by Rene Leibowitz,
the eminent authority on the music
of Schonberg. The Haydn Society.
Boston. HSL-100.

THE NEW BOOKS
Unsigned reviews m·e by the Editors

RELIGION
THE GREAT QUEST
By Adolph Haentzschel (Concordi a,
$2.00)
"The great quest" which Professor
H aentzsch el has in mind is p rimaril y
an intellectual qu est, man's pere nni al
attempt to have theoretic truth and to
have it with certainty. It is not a
quest, at least not in the first instance,
for happiness or beauty or goodness or
even salvation, for it seeks what all of
these
must
somehow
presuppose,
knowledge-knowledge of self, of the
world, of the moral order, of God.
As the reader would expect, the
book does not leave the quest unfulfilled but brings it to rest, finall y, in
an intuitive certainty of the existence
of self, of duty, of God, and in a
knowledge- though less certain than
intuition-of the material world and
of other minds.
This discussion of the quest's fulfillment occupies the latter half of the
book (Chapters V -X), and the procedure there is systematic. The first
half, however, handled historically, is
a survey of how the quest has fared so
far, the variety of answers and pseudoanswers it has evoked, in the three
worlds of religion, philosophy and science. (Chapter III, a ten-page history
of "The Quest in Philosophy," is a
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masterpi ece in summary and abbreviation.) In all three areas the author
treats the human intellectual tradition,
not only with authority and confidence,
but with profound respect and gratitude; he has the capacity to be thrilled
by the history of discovery, even in its
less dramatic moments.
In th is first half of the book he
gen tl y intimates a doctrine whi ch he
wi ll more elaborately argue in the secon d half: R eason, as a source of
knowl edge, is less dependabl e th an intuition . Wh at was responsible for the
fa ilure, sooner or later, of aberrations
like ath eislll in religion, like Aristotle's
god or H egel's idea li sm in philosophy,
like D arwinism or mech anism in science, was their over-reli ance on a
pure!}· speculative reason or their remoteness from the facts of experie nce
and intuition.
Any suspicion that this rea ll y is
Professor H aentzschel's view of the
matt r is soon confirm ed in Chapters
V through VII. " .... reason cannot
through its own unaided powers attain to a knowledge of being, . ... it
can reach only probability even when
it avails itself to the full est extent of
sense experience, and ... .its conclusions are suspect even then of being
shaped to conform to its own nature."
Intuition, on the other hand, " ... .is
involved whenever we become conscious of anything," whenever we are
directly aware of our experiences as
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being ours. "Only of that which has
somewhere along the way entered into
this intimate intuitive relationship with
us can we know anything."
And so it is by means of this intuition, and not by any reasoned argument, that we come to know of the
existence of our own selves, of the
moral imperative which is categorical
and universal, and of God who legislates and judges through conscience.
(" .... Conscience gives an intwtlve
knowledge of the existence of God.")
This, however, is still not the end
of the quest. That comes only with
faith in the Jesus Christ whose substitutionary atonement redeems men
from sin and death. But even that
faith, the believer's response to the assuring agency of the Holy Spirit, is
intuition. "Its certainty must be intuitive, like that of one's own existence, of all one's inner states. It will,
accordingly, not admit of proof to
others and will neither require nor
have room for any support outside
itself."
What this assumes is that the
method by which Christian faith
knows is not qualitatively different
from the method of (intuitive) knowledge in general (even though what
is known is of course radically different.) This assumption is certainly a
departure from what we have been
hearing from many Roman Catholics
and Reformed philosophers of religion.
And yet it seems to be an assumption
which is congruent with the biblical
outlook and with the emphasis, say, of
Saint Augustine. Augustine, of course,
was not in a position to make such
abundant use, as Professor Haentzschel
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has made, of Immanuel Kant, whose
influence is certainly omnipresent in
this book. On the other hand, this
noble little book itself has at least two
shining virtues which even the great
Kant might well have envied: The
rare talent for saying profound things
clearly and simply, and the magnificent insight that the great quest ends
in the Word of God. This does not,
however, make the book a piece of
mere rhetoric or a disguised theology.
It is an essay in philosophy, and the
sort of philosophy which can be both
understood and endorsed. Of this you
can be certain-almost intuitively
certain.
PAUL

By Martin Dibelius (Edited and
completed by Werner George Kummel) (Westminster, $2.50)
Martin Dibelius, a well-known German New Testament scholar, occupied
the chair of New Testament at the
University of Heidelberg for thirtytwo years. He planned this volume as
a counterpart to his earlier book, Jesus,
and finished about two-thirds of it before his death in 1947. It was edited
and completed by Werner Georg
Kummel, one of Dibelius' most noted
students, who is at present Professor
of New Testament at Marburg University.
The book is a translation from the
German. Translations do not add style
and vitality to the original writing no
matter how well executed. That may
apply to this volume. The book would
be more popular and its style more
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fluent if it were read in its German
original.
However, the N e w
Testament
scholar will find copious material for
a re-study of the several worlds of
culture and language of which Paul
was a part. The editor, Georg Kummel, also sets forth Paul's thoughts
concerning the law, justification, sin,
faith, salvation, and the new life "in
Christ."
The reader may find himself at
variance with the author's and editor's
interpretation of Paul's theology and
spiritual struggles. One is seized with
the feeling that both author and editor
sometimes fetter the great spiritual and
moral truths expressed by the great
Saint Paul in terms of the infinite,
with the precise, hard and wholly inadequate expression of dull, logical
conception. The chapters "Paul Turns
to Christ," "The Mission," and "The
Work" are eminently worth-while reading. Translated by Frank Clark.

H . H.

KUMNICK

AUGUSTINE: EARLIER WRITINGS, Ed-

ited by J. H. S. Burleigh (Vol. VI),
and ADVOCATES OF REFORM, Edited by Matthew Spinka (Vol. XIV),
of THE LIBRARY OF CHRISTIAN
CLASS I C S (Westminster, $5.00
each)
Like the first two volumes in this
series (reviewed in the CRESSET,
October, 1953), these-their two immediate successors-are again notable
events in the world's of scholarship
and publication. The selection of the
works included in the volumes has
been made by editors whose authority

is undisputed; the translations are
again, for the most part, in easily readable English; the introductory essays
and the accompanying notes do not
attempt to do more than illuminate
the texts (and in this they succeed admirably) ; the indexes and bibliographies, especially in Spinka's volume, are extensive; the format, the
binding, the dust jackets and even the
price are pleasing.
The volume of Augustine's earlier
writings has as its purpose to "give an
adequate representation of the working out of the system-metaphysical,
epistemological, ethical, and withal
Biblical-which may justly be called
'Augustinianism'," and it deals primarily with Augustine's writings from
the time of his conversion to Christianity in A.D. 386 until his being
made Bishop of Hippo in 395-396. The
eight treatises selected from this
period are The Soliloquies, The Teacher, On Free Will, Of True Religion,
The Usefulness of Belief, The Nature
of the Good, Faith and the Creed, and
To Simplician-On Various Questions,
Book I.
The volume on the early advocates
of reform ought to show, Editor Spinka
hopes, "that the demand for reform,
sometimes in a surprisingly radical
form, existed within the Church for
some two and a half centuries prior
to its culmination in the Protestant
Reformation. 1' lncluded are Wyclif's
treatises On the Pastoral Office and
On the Eucharist; one treatise from
each of the four "Conciliarists," Henry
of Langenstein, John Gerson, Dietrich
of Niem and John Major; John Hus'
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treatise On
Enchiridion.

Simony; and

Erasmus'

AGAPE AND EROS

By Anders
$7.00)

Nygren

(Westminster,

This monumental work which was
originally published in three volumes
between 1932 and 1939 has recently
been reissued in a one volume edition.
One of the glaring defects of the old
edition, the poor translation of Part
One, has now been remedied with a
brand new translation by Philip Watson. Watson, one of the two original
translators, had already ably translated the two volumes of Part Two.
It is hardly necessary to say much
about this by now well-known book,
least of all about its major concepts.
The very word agape has in fact, in
the past twenty years, become one of
those esoteric shibboleths, along with
"libido" and "existential" and "bourgeois," with which the intellectuals of
our age love to conjure. (It is pronounced a-GAH-pay.)
Beyond the sphere of terminological
fashions, Bishop Nygren has secured
for his investigations into this concept
a position of permanence within the
history of ideas, and certainly within
Christian theology. Whether agape,
the New Testament Greek term for
love, is different from eros, the Hellenistic Greek term for love, in all the
ways and in just the ways which Nygren insists it is, has been challenged
here and there, though not without
pretty decisive rebuttal from Nygren's
students.
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In any case, Nygren's distinctions
between the two terms, his brilliant
study of their significance particularly
in the New Testament, in Saint Augustine and in Luther, his contagious influence on his fellow-Lutheran theologians the world over, his warning that
the genius of Christianity has been
threatened whenever eros has been allowed to muddy the radically evangelical agape, are all lessons which are
probably here to stay. The world will
undoubtedly be a better place, or at
least a wiser place, because of them.
The Westminster Press is to be commended, and will probably be rewarded, for this seven-dollar benefaction.

CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
SOCIAL ACTION

Edited by John A. Hutchison (Scribner's, $3.50)
What is the relation of Christianity
to society, of Christian faith to the
complex problems of social policy?
Much confusion on this question exists
in Christian circles, especially in our
day. The thirteen essays of this
volume presenting various aspects of
the ever present problems of the
Christian faith and social action were
written "for the purpose of presenting
a viewpoint combining fidelity to the
Biblical message with responsible action in present day society." They
were written by friends and former
students of Reinhold Niebuhr and are
dedicated to hi!ll.

Christian Faith and Social Action
deals with such subjects as develop-
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ments in thinking during the past two
decades, the contemporary crisis of
culture, the Biblical view of history as
compared with those characteristic of
modem communism and laissez-faire
capitalism, the Christian conception of
freedom, the solution of social problems, and the relation of faith to secular learning. The closing essay by
Reinhold Niebuhr is a critical evaluation of the preceding chapters as well
as an attempt to relate theological assumptions to socially responsible action.
In Dr. Niebuhr's essay Lutheranism
is criticised as follows: " ... .we cannot
as does Protestantism, particularly
Lutheranism, be uncritical toward the
coercive power of government on the
ground that God ordained it to prevent anarchy." Such a statement may
be regarded as highly argumentative
in some Lutheran circles.
Some of the best known names in
the field of modern theology and philosophy have contributed to this symposium. Ministers, theologians, and
teachers in Christian colleges will find
it most helpful reading.

H. H.

KUMNICK

THE BEARING OF RECENT
DISCOVERY ON THE TRUSTWORTHI·
NESS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
By William M. Ramsay

(Baker,

$4.50)
The thesis of this book by one of
the outstanding authorities on the life
of Saint •Paul and the history of the

early church is that modern discoveries
consistently tend to establish the
trustworthiness of the New Testament
rather than to discredit it. However,
the author, Dr. Ramsay, lays no
claim to new striking archeological discoveries. His aim is to state certain
principles that result from modem
discovery, and to illustrate their bearing on the New Testament. The
method is to show through the examination, word-by-word and phrase-byphrase, of a few passages, which have
been much exposed to hostile criticism,
that the New Testament is unique in
the compactness, the lucidity, the
pregnancy and the vivid truthfulness
of its expression. That this is not the
character of only one or two of the
books that compose the New Testament, it belongs to all alike.
Inasmuch as the content of this
book by Dr. Ramsay embodies the
James Sprunt lectures delivered in
this country, Chapters III-XXIII are
captioned according to the lectures as
delivered. The book also contains four
valuable plates and eleven cuts depicting scenes and portrayals of New Testament times.

The Bearing of Recent Discovery on
the Trustworthitness of tire New Testament will best serve as collateral
reading and reference material in seminaries, Bible schools, and colleges. The
New Testament scholar in the holy
ministry will also be happy to add a
copy of this book to his private reference library.

H. H.

KUMNICK
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FICTION
LUCKY JIM

By Kingsley
$3.50)

...

Amis

(Doubleday,

The dust-jacket calls this a "rollicking misadventure" and that is perhaps
as good a description as one could
write of what is essentially an inconsequential but enjoyable account of
the life and loves of Mr. James Dixon,
a probationary lecturer in history at a
small British college.
Jim is semi-emotionally involved
with a neurotic female colleague and
is trying to work himself into the good
graces of his department head, whom
he dislikes intensely but who holds the
power of life and death over Jim's
academic future. But when love, in the
form of a soundly-constructed but innocent London shopgirl enters :Jim's
life, both the neurotic colleague and
the irrelevant department head focus
down to their proper proportions in
Jim's World View and he moves on
from strength to strength on his way
to London and the joys of matrimony.
There's a little bit more to the story.
We get a look at some fairly unpleasant intellectual and arty types and
we fidget with Jim through a college
dance and an arty evening. There is a
restrained seduction scene which might
serve to caution young men not to
make passes at girls who teach classes.
And there are some rather uncomfortably recognizable side views of the
fraudulent aspects of academic life
and scholarship.
We are perhaps not the one to carp
about such matters, but it seemed to
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us that there were rather more typographical errors in the book than one
would expect in the product of a
major publisher.
THE FOOL KILLER

By Helen Eustis (Doubleday, $2.75)
In certain sections of the country a
legend about a "Fool Killer'' has existed and, in the immemorial way of
legends, has been passed from generation to generation. The Fool Killer, a
giant of a man, spends his time seeking out fools and, when they have just
been too foolish, cutting them down
with an axe. This, according to the
legend, keeps the population in balance
between fools and non-fools (one hates
to say that the opposite of a fool is a
wise man-the leveling influence of the
20th Century has also made this a
matter of relativity) and if the imbalance becomes too great the Fool
Killer stirs up a war to lighten his
task.
Miss Eustis has taken this legend
and around it has woven the experiences of a twelve-year-old orphan,
George Mellish, who was half inclined to believe it. George's parents,
dead when he was small, left him in a
home with foster parents from which
he flees to escape their prideful sense
of duty toward him.
He spends some time with an
elderly "character" (these characters
always seem to be the residuum of another time or century and this one is
no exception) and when it looks as
though he might be returned to his
"home" he takes up with a wayfarer
suffering from a mental illness follow-
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ing a war mJury (The Fool Killer
takes place shortly after the Civil
War). To this soldier {whose name
was taken from a dead comrade and
whose ante-bellum memory is gone)
George tells the legend of the Fool
Killer.
The pair is separated and George
settles down with a childless middleaged couple and begins to grow and
mature in what would seem to approximate home environment. The exsoldier returns and George learns that
the legend had made a deeper impress
on his friend than he had thought and
George himself saves the situation by
his promptness of action.
Out of all of this Miss Eustis has
written a fine story about the business
of growing up, and she displays about
as 'much understanding of a twelveyear-old boy as anyone else writing
today (or anyone else for that matter).
.. ,

THE THIRD GENERATION
B~

Chester Himes (World, $3.95)

Charles Taylor was the son of a
kind, intelligent, successful and respected black father and of a beautiful
alinost•white mother. Much has been
written about the tragedy of being a
negro in a white world. In Charles
Taylor, we can see the tragic consequences of intra-racial hostilities. His
mother could never forget that she was
"not just an ordinary nigger" nor
could she help associating her husband's black color with those qualities
in him which she disliked. Charles'
father, likewise, when driven beyond
the point of patience by his wife,
could not help raising the taunt of

bastardy which apparently is the fullblack's answer to the superiorityclaims of the mulatto.
Given a family background of such
tension and hostility, it is not surprising that Charles' life got off to a
wrong start and became more and
more fixed along a path which could
onl y end up in tragedy. Himes is able
to make us feel a very real concern
and sympathy for a guy who never had
a chance. For that matter, one can
sympathize just as deeply with . the
father and the mother who · are
caught in a pattern, partly pre-established and partly of their own making,
which we can readily see is inescapable. And yet something rings not
quite true.
This is not the place to raise the old
argument about the effects of heredity
and environment, and even if it were
the argument would not be fully germane to Charles Taylor's problem .
One gets the impression that Himes,
perhaps unconsciously, has a deterministic view of human life. Given such a
background, he almost seems to say,
this is what must happen. It is a
tribute to Himes' writing skill to say
that this almost seems to be true. But
there is something else that has to be
taken into account in understanding
the course of a human life-some
mysterious x quantity which can not
be traced back either to heredity or to
environment. There is still this something individual in each man which
gives him the capacity to checkmate
hereditary and environmental determinants. If this were not so, could we
really talk about moral responsibility?
One other observation seems to be
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in . order. The novel as a whole is perceptive, powerfully written, and deeply
moving. It seems to us to be weakened,
rather ·than strengthened, by a couple
of purple passages which spell out, in
what seems to us too much detail,
situations which could have been
handled just as well by broad suggestion .

GOD AND MY COUNTRY
By MacKinlay
$2.00)

Kantor

(World,

MacKinlay is a very prolific writer
and is perhaps best-remembered for
The Voice of Bugle Ann. In God and
My Country he tells the story of Lem
Siddons, scoutmaster extraordinary in
a small American community, 19141954. The story is so short ( 125 relatively small pages) and covers so
many years that Mr. Kantor could not
give decent attention to telling even
one incident in Sidden's life in a
manner that would, for even a few
seconds, make Siddons seem real or
human. The whole thing is so
sketchy that at best one does not get
much more than a blurred image of
everyone involved.

i

This little book is filled with great
quantities of essential goodness, sentimentality, and homely philosophy.
These qualities, for reasons that are
rather evident, are thought to be appealing. It was no surprise, therefore,
to read on the dust jacket that God
and My Cou•ntry is an " . .. appealing
novel about the life of a simple
American man who held in his care
the destinies of hundreds of boys."
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THE BRIGHT SANDS
By Robert Lewis Taylor (Doubleday, $3.50)
New England has, probably, mothered more "characters" than any other
portion of the country, and they have
been a constant source of delight to
writers of both fiction and non-fiction. Bill Willis, his wife Myra, and
his fifteen-year-old sister-in-law Joan,
spend a summer at Cape Cod and get
mixed up with a couple of fine,
elderly Cape characters, Uncle Veenie
and Captain Cobb. The book is really
about them and because they are delightfully anachronistic people the
book is great fun, and after a while
one doesn't even mind the intrusion of
Bill and his family whose various problems and conflicts the two men help
resolve.
Uncle Veenie and Captain Cobb,
like many other shrewd "Yankees,"
could not stand close surveillance on
ethical grounds, but their doings are
so funny and Mr. Taylor has such a
fine eye for the color of Cape Cod
that their peccadillos seem rather
harmless.
The local fireworks demonstration
on the Fourth of July, managed by
Uncle Veenie, is one of the funniest
incidents that I have read lately and
there are a good many other fine
laughs throughout the book. When
Mr. Taylor concerns himself with the
Willis family and their non-"character" friends he has a tendency to be a
little bumptious, and his humor is perhaps a little overdone, but then he had
to have some sort of a story framework for his New Englanders and I
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guess that this is as good as any that
he could have come up with.
Mr. Taylor gives a distinct impression that he is pretty much at home
on Cape Cod and with Cape Codders
and a slight hint that he would rather
like to ripen into a character like
Uncle Veenie or Captain Cobb. Good
fun all in all.

GENERAL
SEVEN YEARS IN TIBET

By Heinrich Harrer {Dutton, $5.00)
In 1939 a number of Germans in
India were placed in concentration
camps at the outbreak of the second
World War. Among these Germans
was Heinrich Harrer who before the
start of the war had been an athlete,
a mountain climber, and a teacher.
He was one of many in his prison
compound in India determined upon
escape, but he was one of the few
who managed this difficult feat although it was 1944 before this became
possible for him. In accomplishing this
he found good cause not to regret
having been an athlete, a mountain
climber, and a school teacher.
To Harrer there was only one country in or near India that seemed to
him to offer the sort of refuge that he
was looking for-sanctuary for the·
duration of the war or a means of en·
trance into China where he hoped that
he could join up with the then friendly-to-Germany Japanese. That he acc.omplished his escape-at least to
sanctuary in Tibet-at all is really a
matter of wonder. That he managed
to spend seven years in Tibet (by the

time he arrived in Lhasa, the capital
of Tibet, the second World War was
over and by that time he had no particular desire to return to Europe or
his native land)-a country noted for
its inhospitality to strangers-and to
end up a friend of and tutor to the
Dalai Lama is even more phenomenal.
When the Chinese Communists came
in 1950 it meant the end of Tibet for
Harrer. He has spent the years since
1950 divided between Europe and its
Alps, that portion of Asia still open to
the rest of the world and its mountains, and South America and its
mountains. He is due to lecture in the
United States sometime during this
year and if his book is any criterion
his lectures should be superbly fascinating.
Mr. Harrer has now recorded in
book form, at some length and with
many good photographs, the highlights of his tenure in that faraway
and remote portion of the world where
the ruler is believed to be the reincarnation of Chenrezi, one of the
thousand Living Buddhas and the
patron god of Tibet. He tells what it
was like to plan and prepare for his
escape and the subsequent extreme
difficulties in getting in to Tibet and
staying there after his entrance. The
natural hazards that he encountered
-and they were great-as well as his
difficulties with officialdom-and they
were many. I have a hunch that Mr.
Harrer may even at times look back
and find it incredible that he could
have undergone the extreme hardships
that he did in order finally to arrive in
Lhasa, capital city and home of the
Dalai Lama. That he accomplished
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this speaks well for his physical stamina, his ability to deal with petty officials, and his dogged and persistent
courage in the face of extreme hardships.
If this were all of the book it would
be a good adventure story, but it is
more than this . .It is also (for perhaps
a little more than half of its length)
an interesting and fascinating account
of life in Tibet in the middle of the
20th Century. Mr. Harrer proves himself a splendid observer and chronicler. ·His insights into the nature of
the Tibetans-their religion, character, and government-do much to
shed light on a portion of the one large
country almost completely unknown
to the rest of the world-unknown by
Tibetan choice and by geographical
considerations.
As two of the very few foreigners
ever to be in Lhasa at all-let alone
for any length of time (and Harrer
and a companion, Peter Aufschnaiter,
remained in Lhasa for almost five
years after their arrival and before the
coming of the Chinese Communists)it was only natural that they would
find the Tibetans as much interested
in them as they were in their hosts.
One who was most interested in these
"outlanders" was the then elevenyear-old Dalai Lama, the spiritual and
temporal ruler of the one million Tibetans who Jive in a country as large
as Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico
together .
Ultimately,
Harrer
became acquainted with the Lama and
executed for him some technical commissions beyond the ability of the local citizenry. In time, the Lama asked
Harrer to spend a certain part of each
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day with him so that he could correct
some deficiencies in the ruler's knowledge of the western world and it~
many contributions. From this close
vantage position Harrer was able to
observe the Lama (he was just past
sixteen when the Chinese Communists
came) as well as his personal entourage and physical surroundings. From
his observations he has now reconstructed a picture, sympathetically
drawn, of a country and its ruler. A
country and a people--by our standards behind the times-with a great
many virtues and group characteristics of outstanding quality, making it
and them an object of sympathy for
their rather diffident treatment at the
hands of the United Nations when
they were threatened by "liberation"
from the China of Mao Tse-tung.
In the world today there are fewer
and fewer geographical frontiers to
cross and fewer and fewer areas of the
world untouched by the materialism of
the times. It is, therefore, refreshing to
find in Mr. Harrer's book both a gripping account of a personal encounter
with natural obstacles (climbing on
foot, with an assist from a yak, through
the highest passes in the Himalayas
(20,000 feet) at temperatures as low
as 40 degrees below Centigrade zero)
and a sympathetic and understanding
portrayal of a really alien land-its
people, its religion, and its ruler.

LITERARY HISTORY OF
THE UNITED STATES
Edited by Robert E. Spiller, Willard
Thorp, Thomas H. Johnson, and
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Seidel

Canby

(Macmillan,

Well do I remember the excitement
that was aroused in 1948 when a
three-volume set with the above title
was published. Competing with other
such composite histories, notably the
Cam.bridge Histou of American Literature, the LHUS promptly established
itself in the fr.o nt rank of authoritative
reference works (despite that misleading "literary . history" phrase in its
heading) . I personally found this
work to be effective and reliable for
research guidance during a sabbatic
semester in Washington, p.c.
'Its modern and comprehensive presentation of the varied tapestry of our
American literary heritage is the quality that gives · this ambitious undertaking its high rank as the best of
available critical, biographical, and
historical records ' of our' own literature and its makers. All areas of
Unhed States writing are. analyzed and
e~aluated: fiction and criticism, poetry
and drama, folklore and humor, hist~ry and politics, memoirs and journals, e'xploration and travel, philosophy
and nature study, etc.
.Now, the publisher has streamlined
what was originally the third or Bibliography volume into a twenty-three
page summary, has added a ten page
" Postscript at Mid-Century" chapter,
and has bound the entire text of the
other two volumes into one giant but
not awkward book' of 1456 pages.
Commendable is the following improvement. Set in italics are the titles
·those chapters which were designed
to supply information about the history

of

of thought and of the instruments of
culture; thereby the material on the
development of ideas is clearly differentiated from those more numerous
chapters that deal more directly with
literature. This alteration in LHUS,
simple as it is, is the best yet. Of incidental notice is the occasionally pale
typography which results in difficultto-read print (perhaps only in my
copy of the book) .
When fifty-five literary scholars
(actually historians and critics rather
than specialists in a narrow sense)
after six years of systematic collaboration achieved an organic view of
American Literature as an artistic
record of the experience of its people,
such integration was almost unique.
When the publisher's new edition now
brings up to date only very briefly
so important a subject, and keeps intact "the original plan of the book, including omissions for which the editors have been admonished and criti-.
cal opinions for which they have been
challenged," perhaps it is correct in
stating that "any extensive revision
would have to be total, and the time
has not yet come for . that." On the
other hand, the claim of the subtitle
as a revised editon entitles the reader
to expect a re-working of the whole.
Otherwise this new LHUS should more
truthfully be labeled a condensation of
the big set.

EXISTENTIAL PSYCHOANALYSIS
By J ean-Paul Sartrc (Philosophical
Library, $4.75)
The two essays, "Existential Psy-

'-
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choanalysis" and "Bat Faith," presented in this book are the culminating
portion of Sartre's major philosophical
work, Being and Nothingness. The remainder of this work is to be published
later in translation as a separate book.
It .seems unfortunate that the order of
publication could not have been reversed. The translation is very readable, and Miss Barnes gives a very
helpful introductory essay.

•

As outlined by Sartre existential
psychoanalysis makes the unique individual its goal. It is based however
on an ontology which · attempts to
understand the basic human condition
and the ways in which man relates
himself to the world. Concerning the
human condition Sartre distinguishes
Being-in-itself, a thing, and Beingfor-itself, man, and seeks to determine
the mode of these two types of existents. Sartre sees man, a For-itself
which is essentially a lack, attempting
to achieve the impossible mode of an
In-itself-for-itself, i.e., the absolute
being in some way responsible for its
absoluteness. The result of this effort
toward a goal impossible to achieve
is the ambiguity in man which has
given rise to existential anguish and
despair. Nothingness which is central
to the mode of man's existence is a
key to understanding this anguish.
Sartre insists on the complete freedom of man to choose his mode of
relating himself to the world and his
consciousness of his choice. He denies
the dualism set up by Freud with the
device of the ego and the id. He also
sees each desire, each project of the
individual, no matter how trivial, as
relevant to the understanding of the
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individual and the way in which he
has related himself to the world. He
believes that a: psychoanalysis · of
things is possible · and necessary · and
himself gives a brilliant demonstration
of this technique.
The essay on bad faith is confusing.
Sartre seems to be uncertain and veil~
this in a word-screen of seemingly contradictory statements. He sees bad
faith as the failure to accept the burden of complete freedom and total
responsibility, the conscious pretense
of being · an In-itself which is, if
nothing else, dishonest.
SuE

WIENHORST

MY HEART LIES SOUTH

By Elizabeth Borton
(Crowell, $3.50)

de

Trevino

This is the story of the marriage of
the author, an American girl, to a
Mexican Chamber of Commerce representative. While the author may have
adjusted to provincial Mexico more
easily than many another American
girl would have, her description of the
warmth and charm of the Mexican
people and their way of life would be
appealing to anyone.
Obviously the book is not intended
to be a sociological study, but it relates
in a very entertaining manner many
of the Mexican customs and symbols
associated with courtship, marriage,
pregnancy, and even death and
mourning. It also reveals some of the
early history of the Monterrey people,
whose ancestors at one time were the
converted Jews of Spain. Monterrey
is now staunchly Catholic and the
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spiritual tife of its people is emphasized in this book.
The author describes the Mexican
woman as very feminine and much
less independent than the American
woman. She does not compete with
men and is always the good wife and
mother. Children are very much loved
and eagerly anticipated soon after
marriage. Next to babies, the older
people are the most .loved and cod·
died and are displayed as a precious
treasure to friends of the family.
The author gives one the feeling
that, though Mexico is very provincial,
there is much security and happiness
in the acceptance of this way of life.
DoRIS

E.

ScHERER

STRANGE CRIMES AT SEA
By Louis B. Davidson and Eddie
Doherty (Crowell, $3.95)
These tales were chosen from among

the hundreds of stories of crime at sea
committed in the last 2000 years, and
they range from the kidnapping of
Julius Caesar to the revolt on the
Russian battleship, Potemkin, in 1905.
In between these two are ten stories
of mutiny, murder, piracy, and slaverunning, most of which were, if not
strange crimes, at least rather violent
ones. Some of them, such as the
mutiny on the Bounty, are quite
familiar.
Most of the crimes ended in the ap·
prehension and trial of the criminals
and the authors have added to the interest of these tales by including court
scenes or excerpts from the records of
the trials as part of each story. Very
little new information is furnished in
this book, though the authors could
have made a more lasting contribution by stressing factual detail instead
of over-dramatizing the old material,
as they have done. The result is very
light, but interesting reading.

A Minority
Report
--------------By

VICTOR F. H 0 FFM ANN

hundreds of different organizations, institutions, committees,
churches, governmental units,
and individual writers and
journalists in the United States,
either individually or in groupings of one type or another, that
can match the record of the Committee for Constitutional Government. No wonder so many
people apparently have had their
fill of words and want to ease
into a comfortable position before the television set. This
might be small comfort indeed,
but it is nevertheless true that
the interest of many American
citizens in the art and pleasures
of reading has been killed by a
barrage of words.

Killed by Words
Between 1937 and 1944, the
Committee for Constitutional
Government sent out for purposes of propaganda eighty-two
million pamphlets of assorted
varieties and over seven hundred
thousand books. The Committee
also bombarded the air waves
with ten thousand transcriptions
of mostly fifteen minute broadcasts. Over three thousand telegrams were sent to agitate people
in strategic places on issues which
the Committee had decided were
important. Advertising space was
bought in over five hundred different daily and weekly newspapers. These advertisements
could have been read by more
than twenty million people according to reliable circulation
figures.

~

Everybody Has Opinions
The story of the Metallic
Metals Act transpired in 1947.

There must be hundreds and
61

62

THE CRESSET

Seventy per cent of the people
polled with regard to the Act
had ·an opinion . about the measure. Thirty per cent had no
opinion. Twenty one per cent
plus thought it was a good move
on the par( of the United States.
Fifty per cent thought it was a
good thing but that it ought to
be left to the discretion of the
states. Fifteen per cent felt it
was all right but that we should
n.o.t require it in the United
States. Over four per cent
thought the legislation was of no
value at all. .
Interestingly enough, there
was no Metallic Metals Act. I
could laugh-only my green-eyed
little conscience keeps reminding
me . . Even little Denny Dimwit
understands Iris conscience and
recalls.

The Press
It has been said here and there
by these and those that the
opinion of the majority has been
formed by the press. It is certainly true that the press, as Norman John Powell has written in
The Anatomy of Public Opinion,
is the "oldest of the major instruments of mass communication." Benjamin Harris of Boston published the first newspaper
to appear in America on Sep-

tember 25, 1690, by name of
Publick O cc~rrences Both Foreign and Domestick. The press
remained the only form of mass
communication until the days of
the radio and -television. This
would be true unless one would
include the tongues of males and
females. That would be some inclusion.
The term, the press, Powell
hastens to add, is not quite the
proper word. It implies that all
newspapers are similar enough to
be catalogued under an all-embracing generalization. But this
is hardly true, fo r the 1,750-odd
newspapers in the United States
are not that much alike. The
difference between The Chicago
Daily Tribune and Th e St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, or between The
Omaha World-Herald and The .
Christian Science Mon itor, serves
to illustrate the point. Furthermore, I'd hate to compare my
home-town paper, The York
(Nebraska) Republican, either
quantitavely or qualitatively,
with The N ew York Times. But
all of them do serve their respec·
tive purposes.
~

The Function of the Press
In 1923, the American Society
of Newspaper Editors claimed
that "the primary function of
newspapers is to communicate

l
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to the human race what its
members do, feel, and think."
This could obviously be a reporting of the truth or the nontruth.
Supreme Court Justice Felix
Frankfurter is of the opinion
that "the business of the press...
is the promotion of truth regarding public matters by furnishing
the basis for an understanding of
them." The business of the press
might also be simple, ordinary
business.
Walter Lippmann warned in
his book, Public Opinion, that
"news and truth are not the same
thing and must be clearly distinguished."

The Truth Is Seldom News
If a newspaper is to print the
truth, let's say on the Bricker
Amendment, it would have to
fill the reader in on a lot of
background data. Such data
would include the facts and fictions of the Constitutional Convention in the late eighteenth
century, the precedents of judicial decisions such as the Missouri Bird Case and the CurtisWright Case, and an extensive
discussion of perhaps Yalta and
Potsdam.
Most publishers, I am certain,
would take a dim view of such
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extensive treatments for the
simple reason that they would be
bad for circulation. It is more
newsworthy a n d circulationworthy to print the conflict between Eisenhower and Bricker
than it is to give a truth and fact
presentation of what they are in
conflict about.
If you are a disciple of Bricker,
you have probably been for
Bricker in this great debate even
though you don't know the difference between an executive
agreement, a treaty, and a covenant openly arrived at. If you
are an Eisenhower fan, you know
very well that he is the last great
defender of the Constitution
even though you don't really
know what the Constitution was,
is, and might be in the future.
The fact of the matter is, it
changes with its environment.
~

The Press and the News
Whether a newspaper should
print the facts or the fictions of
the great events of the day might
actually be an academic question.
It might well be that newspapers do not live by the publishing of such news. A large
part of any newspaper read today
is devoted to the latest in society
news, scandal and crime, sports,
pictures of actresses, lovelorn and
psychology
columns,
recipes,
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chess and bridge, comics, and cartoons about the trivia of life.
In 1947, Editm· & Publisher
editorialized as follows:
when a nice juicy murder comes
along c o m p 1 e t e with nude
blonde, sex implications, or the
old gangland angle, (there) are
still a . few (newspapers) who
can't remember to act their age."
A few of The C1·esset editors
must confess that they've been
anxious to get at the evening
paper lately to see what that
California Roosevelt has been up
to the last few weeks-and years.
So-all this, it seems, is just
another way of saying "give the
people what they want."
~

Nevertheless
The cynics ought to be more
honest about the newspapers'

place in modern society. The
newspapers have kept us up to
date about the events and trends
in our society. They have explained and reported events to
us that we were not able to witness. "This tends to be overlooked," says Leonard W. Doob
in Public Opinion and Propaganda, "just as the importance
of oxygen is assumed and forgotten until its absence calls attention to the vital role it plays
in respiration."
Newspapers, at the very least,
are a reflection of what we
Americans do, feel, and think.
If we are interested basically in
trivia, then we have been trivial.
If the papers reflect the evils in
society, then so much the worse
for us. In these circumstances,
we appear to have a deeper
problem.

Learn from the earliest days to inure your principles
against the perils of ridicule: you can no more exercise your
reason, if you live in the constant dread of laughter, than
you can enjoy life, if you are in the constant terror of
death.

-SYDNEY SMITH

_..,

THE MOTION PICTURE
By

ANNE HANSEN

Once again the subject of
screen censorship has touched
off a controversy in the motionpicture world.
If we look back to the earliest
days of the "flickers," we see an
infant industry which was singularly free from any form of censorship. After all, no one had
had any experience with this
completely revolutionary medium
for mass entertainment. As a result, the movies, like Topsy in
Uncle Tom's Cabin, "jest growed." Producers, directors, designers, technicians-yes, and players,
too-set up their own standards,
made their own rules, and evolved techniques and patterns as
they went along.
An examination of the films
made during these pioneering
years of experimentation reveals
that the pictures, with few exceptions, actually strove to
achieve a high moral tone. They
were "good" pictures-pictures in
which virtue was always rewarded and evil was always punished.
Perhaps this accounts for the fact
that until the end o! World War
I there were only weak and sporadic attempts to impose a defi-

nite general censorship code on
the movies.
But at the end of the war
young-and not so young-Americans were off on a prolonged
spree designed to show off a socalled new freedom. As was to
be expected, the tempo of the
movies was stepped up to keep
pace with the accelerated speed
of the hectic postwar era and to
reflect or, as some contend, to
shape the manners and the
morals of the glittering Jazz Age.
Eventually parents and educators, as well as civic and religious leaders, were shocked in to
action by a succession of lurid
sex films, by lewd publicity
blurbs, and by a series of unsavory scandals within the film
colony. Movie-makers soon began to feel the weight of public
opinion. Box-office receipts declined, and an intensive campaign for rigid censorship was
so effective that a number of restrictive laws were introduced
into state and national legislative bodies.
In this crisis the big producers
acted quickly. They formed the
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Motion Picture Producers and
Distributors of America and persuaded Will H. Hays, at that
time Postmaster General of the
United States, to become president of the new organization.
Under Mr. Hays' leadership the
M.P.P.D.A. gradually evolved an
effective voluntary production
and censorship code-a code
which is still in operation today.
But now there are signs of revolt within the industry. Producers and distributors alike
openly flaunt some of the provisions of the code. Two major
films-The Moon Is Blue (United Artists) and The French Line
(Howard Hughes, RKO-Radio)
-have been released and exhibited even though they do not
carry the M.P.P.D.A. code seal
of approval-and in spite of vehement condemnation by the
powerful Roman Catholic Legion of Decency and, in some
areas, by local censorship boards.
Those who oppose any form or
degree of censorship for the motion picture advance the age-old
argument that "art must be free,"
that restrictions and censorship
inevitably retard or prevent the
full flowering of any art form.
They overlook-or deliberately
ignore-the fact that art for art's
sake has nothing whatever to do
with the practices which have
aroused adverse criticism or, in

some cases, outright condemnation of certain pictures.
For example, let us look for a
moment at How to Marry a Millionaire, the second CinemaScope
film produced by 20th CenturyFox. Jean Negulesco is the director. I am sure that everyone who
has seen this lavishly mounted
technicolor picture will agree
that plot, costuming, and dialogue show a complete disregard
of censorship restrictions. But is
this art? No. Is this a mature
film? No. This is merely a calculated exploitation of sex for
commercial gains. As such it is
highly successful, for within two
months after its release How to
Marry a Millionaire grossed more
than $5,000,000. This in spite of
a ridiculous plot, mediocre acting, and heavy-handed attempts
a:t comedy.
I am completely in sympathy
with sincere attempts to keep
the motion picture-or any art
form-as free as possible. But I
am just as wholeheartedly opposed to license in any art form.
And who can deny that many
motion-picture producers and directors- have been guilty of substituting license for freedom?
I came away from Knights of
the Round Table (M-G-M, Richard Thorpe) with a feeling of
gratitude that as a child I was
introduced to these legendary

_,
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figures by way of the writings of
Tennyson and Sir Thomas Mallory. Despite its pomp and pageantry Knights of the Round
Table has not captured the
magic and the persuasiveness of
the printed word.
Knights of the Round Table,
based on Mallory's Le Morte d'Arthur, is the first CinemaScopeprocess film to be produced by
M-G-M. It can boast of magnificent settings superbly photographed in beautiful technicolor.
Unfortunately, the dialogue is a
hodgepodge combination of ancient and modern prose, and
some of the battle and jousting
sequences are ludicrous rather
than exciting and heroic. Since
Richard Thorpe is an able director and usually has a keen eye
for detail, it is difficult to understand why he permitted Elaine
the Fair, Elaine the Lily Maid of
Astolat, to fall asleep while, a
few paces away, Arthur and
Launcelot did battle "to the
death" with broadswords. Candor compels me to say, however,
that Elaine-played by Maureen
Swanson-did seem just a bit
subnormal throughout the play.
Mel Ferrer is satisfactory as
the King, and Robert Taylor is
fairly good as Launcelot. Ava
Gardner remains staunchly deadpan as always. She makes her
Guinevere a dull girl indeed.
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Stanley Baker is cast as the villainous Modred, and Anne Crawford, his partner in an evil plot
to overthrow the King, plays her
part with the disturbing mannerism of constantly seeming to
sniff the air in an effort to track
down a bad odor. Of course, that
could be excessive realism in recreating a radio-less age in which
no one could be sure he was even
"half-safe." Felix Alymer's portrayal of the wizard Merlin is
thoroughly pedestrian. To sum
up, Knights of the Round Table
lacks imaginative treatment and
genuine artistry.
Now let us turn from a makebelieve war of ancient days to the
recent war in Korea. As it happened, I saw Cease Fire (Paramount, Owen Crump) just after
I had heard Rear Admiral Benton Decker, Retired, speak on
the topic "What I Saw in the
Far East." Admiral Decker gave
a vivid word picture of the Korean countryside, where he said,
the only beauty is the forbidding
beauty of the mountains. In addition, he described the conditions in which American troops
lived and fought and died during three tragic years of warfare.
Cease Fire forcefully underscored what Admiral Decker had
said. For Cease Fire was filmed in
Korea last summer under actual
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battle conditions. There are no
professional actors in the cast.
There are Gls playing themselves
in a grim and poignant tale-a
tale, incidentally, enacted many
times over on the mountainous
Korean terrain. As a colonel in
the U.S. Army Signal Corps,
Owen Crump, who wrote the
story for Cease Fire and directed
the making of the film, learned
about modern warfare from firsthand experience. This experience has enabled him to portmy
modern warfare with graphic
realism. Sequences depicting the
arrival of the truce teams at Panmunjom are strikingly effective.
Cease Fire was filmed in 3-D.
Here are two additional CinemaScope releases from 20th Century-Fox Studios: Tyrone Power
is the dashing hero in King of
the Khybe1· Rifles, the type of
costume film which has become
standard fare for Mr. Power in
recent years. He is sorely in need
of a change. Terry Moore plays
opposite Mr. Power in King of
the Khyber Rifles. In Beneath
the Twelve Mile Reef she is costarred with Robert Wagner in
an action-packed story about
sponges and sponge-fishing off
the coast of Florida. Neither role
is likely to win an Academy
Award for Miss Moore.
The great natural beauty of
Florida is featured in Easy to

Love (M-G-M, Charles Walters),
a delightful musical film which
stars charming and talented Esther Williams.
How many of you remember
Johanna Spyri's delightful story
of the little girl who lived with
her grandfather high in the
Swiss Alps? Now Miss Spyri's
popular book has been brought
to the screen for the second time
in Heidi (United Artists, Lazar
Wechsler). This is a delightful
picture. It will give pleasure to
adults as well as to children.
Three Sailors and a Gid (Warners) and Walking My Baby
Bach Home (Universal) are routine musical extravaganzas tuneful, colorful and lighthearted entertainment.
Man in the Attic (20th Century-Fox) presents a dressed-up
version of Marie Belloc Lowndes'
popular thriller The Lodger.
Whatever force Miss Lowndes'
book had is dissipated by an injection of present-day psychiatric overtones.
Three Young Texans (20th
Century-Fox) f e a t u res three
young players-Mitzi Gaynor,
Jeffrey Hunter, and Keefe Brasselle-in a thoroughly preposterous story. Mr. Braselle is much
given to mugging. He displays
his pretty white teeth in a manner only a little less revolting
than that of Liberace. Ugh!

'-·
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Probable ~eplv to an
lmproba/Jie Cetter
Come live with me and be my love,
And we will all the pleasures prove,
That valleys, groves, hills and fields,
Woods or steepy mountains yields.
And we will sit upon the rocks,
Seeing the shepherds feed their flocks
By shallow rivers, to whose falls
Melodious birds sing madrigals.
And I will make thee beds of roses,
And a thousand fragrant posies,
A cap of flowers and a kirtle
Embroidered all with leaves of myrtle;
A gown made of the finest wool,
Which from our pretty lambs we pull;
Fair-lined slippers for the cold,
With buckles of the purest gold;
A belt of straw and ivy buds,
With coral clasps and amber studs;
And if these pleasures may thee move,
Come live with me and be my love .

•
The shepherd swains shall dance and sing
For thy delight each May morning;
If these delights thy mind may move,
Then live with me and be my love.
-CHRISTOPH ER MARLOWE
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FORTESCUE, CHOLMONDELY, T ALLIAFERRO AND SMITH
SOLICITORS
LINCOLN'S INN
LONDON

25 June, 1592
Christopher Marlowe
cl o The Head Shepherd
Twistwick Priory
Hants.
Mr. Marlowe:
We are writing at the instance of Mr. Matthew Cadwallader,
Esq., in regard to an improper proposal contained in a letter written
by you and addressed to Miss Felicia Cadwallader.
This is to advise you that the sending of such proposals through
the mail is punishable by a fine of up to 800 guineas or confinement
for not more than ten years or both, at the option of the court (3
Henry VII, 667-729). You are warned that Mr. Cadwallader is prepared to invoke the penalties provided by law if the offense is repeated.
Very truly,
Lancelot Fortescue
cc to His Grace, ·the Earl of Twistwick
Twistwick Priory, Rants.

•

His Mid-Century Day Is loud ·
(Read title in with first line)

.

fl .

As Congaree-curving river song
Anthems the hours with liquid praise .
Jay years blacken down. Twigged feet
Mark furrows where the industrious worm
Evades the destroyer. Slow buzzards loop,
But affection curs around his legs
While thoughts smoke blue as heavenly quarters;
Flay out past crumbling family plot
Where catfish breed in undercut graves;
Where minnows dart; where eels snake.
Life branches to chinaberry prime.
Curfew of children lifts thought to laughter.
Age frosts the full persimmon days
That sweeten autumnwards in a sun
Grown pumpkin bright in a sky-scape field .
Crow caw, above the fire-glow corn,
Is harsh as callouses on heel and palm.
As acorns that fatten his razor-backs
His mind is plumped with succulent plans.
He watches gliding scavengers move

•

In windy curves above the land
Or spiral down in vulture need.
Though he has tasted pepper-grass guilt,
Known serpent doubt in its slithering skin
Slide out from the hole where fifty fears
Test promises God made to him
In words that glow as Saturn's circles
Or lie as bleached as wool of lambs;
He feels the wind of mounting faith
Ride out in a flash of angels' wings .
MARY OWINGS MILLE R

This is a poem in memory of my father's fiftieth birthday. The images are taken from the trees, bi?·ds, etc., on our
farm.
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We depart from our usual policy semble. We think that Mr. Steude has
of short feature articles to present done a thorough and reasonable job
this month, a thorough analysis of the of it and we strongly commend his
so-called "Bricker Amendment". It is article to the careful consideration of
possible that, by the time this article our readers.
appears in print, the amendment will
have been dealt with, one way or anSeveral criticisms have been receivother, by the Congress. But the con- ed, from good friends of ours, controversy which uncerning an editorial
derlies the proposal
which appeared sevof the amendment
eral months ago on
will not soon die.
t h e s u b j e ct of
There is more inteacher-licensing revolved than merequirements.
The
ly a pro or con ateditorial was, of
titude toward this
necessity, brief and,
therefore, not as
amendment. What
well-documented as
is really at issue is
t h e fundamental
it might have been.
We hope to find a
question of the degree to which we
capable writer who
will make a thorare willing to be inough exploration of
volved in, and to
the subject and give
assume responsibilus the results of his
ity for, world af~tudy. Until then,
fairs.
PROBLEMS
we do not feel that
At the time of
what we said in
this writing, despite
CONTJUBUTOR!
that editorial needs
the lengthy newsretraction nor do
FINAL NOTES
paper reports on
we feel that the edithe debates contorial gave sufficient
cerning the amendrecognition to facment, a s u r v e y
showed that only 13 percent of the
tors other than licensing requirements
American people even knew that such which have brought about the present
an amendment had been proposed. difficulties of the public schools. The
This despite the fact that, if the subject deserves, and will get, a thoramendment should be passed by Con- ough study as soon as possible.
gress, the people would be called upon
~
to vote on it, through their represen taThe CRESSET wishes each and
tives in the state legislatures. We con- every one of its readers a pleasant
ceive it to be a part of our duty, when and happy Income Tax Day. If you
a conflict of viewpoints arises in such have any funds left over, now is the
a crucial matter, to present all of the time to buy subscriptions for your
friends.
pertinent information that we can as-

8ditor's
Camp
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